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PREFACE 



A REVISION of the Lectionary of our 
Church, and a substitution for the pre- 
sent Lessons of others conceived to be more 
appropriate or more edifying, is a measure 
which would perhaps have a larger number of 
suffrages in its favour than any other reform of 
the Book of Common Prayer, which has been, 
or could be, suggested. It must have been no 
slight or merely impulsive pressure of public 
opinion on the subject, which could have made 
a prelate at once so judicious and so firm as 
our present Primate pledge himself in Parlia- 
ment some years ago to a reconsideration of 
the arrangements of our Church on this point. 
And quite recently, the revision of the Calen- 
dar of Lessons, as well as of the Rubrics, is 
one of the subjects commended to the consi- 
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2 Preface, 

deration of the Ritualistic Commissioners — a 
circumstance which would seem to imply a 
prevailing impression that the Lessons present 
a vulnerable point in our Church system. 

It is then with the fear of differing not only 
from superficial objectors to the Liturgy, but 
from wise and good Churchmen, who have 
really gone into the grounds of a popular 
complaint against the Prayer Book, and 
found them to be solid, that the writer 
ventures to put forth a word of apology for 
the old Lectionary, and at the same time to 
make a suggestion, which he conceives would 
meet current objections, if it could be satis- 
factorily carried into effect. With so many 
opinions worthy of all respect on the other 
side, he cannot but distrust his own judgment, 
and offer his conclusions with diffidence. 
And it is only in the hope of contributing to 
the fair discussion of the question, by saying 
what is to be said on the unpopular side, 
that he ventures to give publicity to his 
thoughts. 

The first position which he would take up 
is, that the subject is really an important' one. 
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and therefore not to be dealt with at all with- 
out grave consideration. Tliere is a very deep 
principle involved in tlte question before us. 
Let no one take a merely utilitarian view of it, 
as if the question were merely which of several 
chapters of the Bible were most likely to 
profit an ordinary hearer in the congregation, 
or an ordinary reader in the closet. The 
office of the Church in this matter is not 
merely to appoint suitable Lessons, but to lay 
down a principle for our guidance in the study 
of God's Word, — to indicate to us how the 
Scriptures may be read with the greatest 
profit Now the theory of reading the Holy 
Scriptures which is traced out in our Lection- 
ary is surely unexceptionable. The theory of 
the daily Lessons is, that the Bible should be 
read through periodically, and indiscrimi- 
nately. . The Old Testament (with some 
exceptions, which shall be discussed pre- 
sently) is read through once a year. The 
New Testament, with the single exception of 
the Revelation of St. John the Divine, is read 
through three times a year. On the other 
hand, the theory of the Sunday Lessons (as 

B % 
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also of the Epistles and Gospels) is that at 
special seasons passages shall be selected for 
reading, which are specially appropriate. It 
is with the Sunday Lessons that the first of 
the following Sermons professes to deal. I 
have been unable in a single Sermon to con- 
sider the Lessons for every season ; but I 
have chosen that season, the Lessons of which 
(as far as my experience goes) are most 
usually complained of The Lessons for 
Lent are certainly not the most agreeable in 
the Calendar; the stories of Jacob's deceit 
and of Dinah's fall are of course open to 
superficial objections ; but if it should appear 
(as I hope I have made it appear) that 
the selection has been made by no means 
at haphazard, but on principle, — and that the 
topics brought before us are profoundly ap- 
propriate to a season of humiliation — it surely 
may be presumed that the rest of the Sunday 
Lectionary (which is comparatively seldom 
objected to) has been framed with equal care 
and discrimination. Indeed the writer must 
avow a peculiar faith in the Book of Common 
Prayer, arising from the fact that the super- 
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ficial objections to it, which have from time to 
time struck his own mind, have vanished, one 
after another, as thought, reading, and expe- 
rience, have been brought to bear upon them ; 
and that often the passages or arrangements, 
which had formerly been a stumbling-block to 
him, have been seen eventually to have a large 
mass of thought and learning underlying them 
— an experience which has forced upon him 
the conviction that there is very little of hap- 
hazard in the Prayer Book — very little in that 
time-honoured compilation, which has been 
thrown in without cautious consideration. 
And he believes that this remark applies 
especially to the choice of the Sunday 
Lessons. 

But the daily Lectionary is not referred to in 
the Sermon ; and the writer therefore thinks 
it well to give completeness to the subject by 
undertaking the apology for it in this Preface. 
Is not, then, the principle on which it is 
framed — that of reading the Bible through 
indiscriminately — a good, godly, and edifying 
principle t Is it not most true that the mind 
of every man is one-sided, and that, because it 
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is so, every man has his favourite doctrines 
and precepts, and is sadly apt to overlook the 
scriptural truths which hold those favourite 
doctrines and precepts in equipoise? And 
what is the remedy for this but a full, fair, 
and impartial study, at regularly recurring in- 
tervals, of the whole Bible ? In such a study 
no doubt, the reader will come across passages 
which he never would have chosen, — passages 
repulsive, it may be, either to his peculiar bent 
of religious thought, or to his particular views 
of edification, or to his modem ideas of deli- 
cacy : the Arminian will be reminded that, 
notwithstanding his boast of free-will, Salva- 
tion is not of him that willeth, nor of him that 
runneth, but of God who showeth mercy; 
the man who places the whole Gospel in the 
single doctrine of justification by faith only, 
will be roundly and plainly informed that " a 
man is justified by works, and not by faith 
only ;'' and the tender and delicate woman, 
who, in the over-fastidiousness of modern 
civilization, does not adventure to set the sole 
of her foot upon the ground for delicateness 
and tenderness, will come across protests 
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against abominable vices which society would 
blush (not indeed to do, but) to name ; but 
then this taking the daily portion as it comes 
is a safeguard against the natural prejudices 
of our mind, and is felt to be a healthful prac- 
tice, however uncongenial the topics to which 
it may occasionally lead our thoughts. If it 
is good both for the clergyman and his con- 
gregation (as no one acquainted with pastoral 
work can doubt that it is) that occasionally 
lectures should be given on whole books of 
Scripture as well as sermons on detached texts, 
this being a security to the flock against the 
religious prepossessions of the pastor's mind, 
why should not a similar principle be applied 
to the study of the Bible in general ? Why 
may we not all correct our partialities (doc- 
trinal and practical) by a periodical reading of 
the whole Bible through? And perhaps very 
few (if any) of those who honestly use the 
daily Lectionary as it is, and carry this use of 
it through the whole year, will deny that such 
use of it is healthful to the spirit. They will 
have a fresh current of Scriptural Truth con- 
stantly setting in through the mind ; and the 
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very rapidity with which large portions of the 
inspired volume are passed over (though of 
«ourse it precludes any thing like meditation) 
will be felt (from the perpetual change of 
topics) to be more or less refreshing. There 
is no sediment in a mind through which 
the tide of Holy Scripture is continually 
flowing. 

It should be remembered, then, if we wish 
to form a fair judgment of the daily Lessons, 
that non-selection is the very principle on which 
they are appointed. People have no right to 
complain of them, who, reading them (or hear- 
ing them read) only now and then, happen to 
come across something which does not suit 
their humour. The Church is not to abandon 
her principle of reading the whole Bible through 
indiscriminately, to meet the fancies of these 
occasional readers or hearers. It is a vapid 
objection to the old Lectionary, wanting in 
appreciation of the principles which governed 
the appointment of the Lessons, to say, **0n 
the evening of the aist of February I read the 
chapter about the daughters of Zelophehad, 
and found it most unedifying;" or, "On the 
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a6th of March I strayed into a church, and 
heard the clergyman reading a chapter, the 
atrocities recorded in which made my blood run 
cold with horror ;" or, " On the 15th of Sep- 
tember, I turned for comfort before retiring to 
rest, to the Second Evening Lesson, and there 
perused a long string of names and salutations 
(comfort as cold as that which would be 
derived from wandering about a graveyard 
and reading the inscriptions)." The answer 
to all such objections is, that the daily Lessons 
are systematic instructions^ and that those wJto 
come in in the midst of a course of systematic 
instructions ^ must not expect to be provided for ^ 
or consulted in it. The Professor who gives a 
course of lectures, cannot be required to make 
every lecture interesting, or instructive (or even 
intelligible), to strangers, who join him for the 
first time in the middle of his course. Suffice 
it, if every lecture have in it somewhat of in- 
terest and instruction for those who have been 
from the beginning members of his class. 
Read with the Church for a year, so as in 
some measure to come into her theory of 
reading ; and we will then (but not till then) 
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hear your objections against one or more of 
the daily Lessons. 

Of course, if it is boldly avowed that there 
are parts of the Bible wholly void of edifica- 
tion, and which had better never be read at 
all, except by the critical scholar or the anti- 
quarian, the ground is changed; and we 
enter upon a much larger and more difficult 
question, — ^a question, however, which has to 
do not with the Lectionary, but with the 
Holy Scriptures. And the present writer will 
not conceal his conviction that the cry against 
the present Lectionary really means, in many 
instances, nothing less than this: "Many 
portions of the miscellaneous collection of 
pieces called the Bible are morally useless, or 
even morally pernicious, — not endorsed by 
the human conscience." At all events, it is 
curious and observable that this impatience 
of professing Churchmen with the Lectionary 
should synchronize with a denial, on the part 
of our Rationalists, of the truth asserted by 
the Apostle, that "All Scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for in- 
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struction in righteousness ; that the man of 
God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto 
all gocKi works." 

It is no part of my design to argue with 
those who deny this great truth. Their 
objection lies much deeper than any eccle- 
siastical arrangement. It is an objection to 
the Bible, not to the way in which the Book 
of Common Prayer handles the Bible ; and of 
course, if it could be substantiatedy there might 
be little difficulty in showing that a revision 
of the Lectionary would be desirable. Let 
them substantiate it, if they can. Meanwhile 
our argument is with those only who, vene- 
riating (or professing to venerate) the whole of 
the Inspired Volume, yet think the appoint- 
ment of Lessons very defective and faulty. 

But it may be said that, admitting the 
principle of reading the Bible through periodi- 
cally to be a sound one, our Church does not 
strictly, nor without large exceptions, follow 
this plan. No books of the Old Testament 
are read entire but Judges, Ruth, i and a 
Samuel, i and % Kings, Ecclesiastes, Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Lamentations, Daniel, and the 
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minor Prophets, — twenty-three Books out of 
thirty-nine. Of the remaining sixteen, large 
portions are in some cases eliminated from 
the daily Calendar (thirty-nine chapters of 
Ezekiel, for example), and of some only 
fragments are read (as, for example, only four 
chapters of Leviticus), and one (the Song of 
Solomon) is entirely omitted. It may be 
asked, how these extensive omissions are 
consistent with the principle of reading the 
whole Scriptures through t I answer, that 
every rule must have its exceptions, where it 
will not apply ; and that those who drew up 
the Lectionary had to bear in mind, and 
provide for, another need besides that of 
indicating the principles on which Holy 
Scripture should be read. They had to pro- 
vide such chapters as might be profitable for 
(not always pleasing to, but profitable for) the 
people who should come to church. They must 
contemplate a congregation hearing these 
chapters read aloud ; for in some churches, 
though in comparatively few, the Order of 
Daily Morning and Evening Prayer would be 
faithfully observed. Now this consideration 
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necessarily introduced some modifications 

into the principle of reading the whole of the 

Scriptures through. The chapters cJiosen must 

carry their meaning and tlieir profit to a cer^ 

tain extent upon the surface. Neither meaning 

nor profit must be recondite. There might 

be chapters very suitable for study in the 

closet, and very edifying, when the light of 

research and theological learning is thrown 

upon them, from which a hearer of only 

ordinary intelligence and acquirements would 

gather nothing, or next to nothing. No 

research can be bestowed upon a chapter in 

the congregation ; and even at home, few 

have the leisure, and fewer still the learning 

and education requisite to make certain parts 

of the Bible profitable. Without regard to 

the actual determination of these parts which 

has been made in our Lectionary, let us 

consider, if a new Lectionary were to be 

formed, what portions of Holy Scripture we 

should be disposed to exclude from it. 

I. First would come, speaking generally, 
the prescriptions of the Jewish ceremonial 
Law. These prescriptions do not bind Chris- 
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tian men ; as a rule of life they are abrogated. 
That each of them has a beautiful evangelical 
meaning, and foreshadows good things to 
come, and that thus there is a Gospel in 
Leviticus, is beyond a doubt. But it requires 
deeper study than an ordinary reader (not to 
say an ordinary listener) can give, to elicit 
this meaning. The symbolism of the ceremo- 
nial Law (except in two or three well-known, 
often-quoted, and prominent instances) lies 
beneath the surface, and has to be brought to 
light. 

For reasons somewhat similar, we should 
probably exclude — 

II. Arrangements purely Israelitish, when 
considered as arrangements ^ though they may 
possibly have a mystical meaning. Thus the 
location of the tribes in the promised land, 
their geographical borders, and their stations 
in the wilderness, would be, it may be pre- 
sumed, certainly excluded from a Christian 
Lectionary. And — 

III. All deeply mystical and figurative 
portions of God's Word which have no clue in 
them to their own interpretation, and of 
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which an ordinary reader cannot even under- 
stand the outline. 

IV. Unfulfilled prophecies, or prophecies 
the greater part of which is unfulfilled, would 
be unsuitable for public reading, or even for 
the private reading of persons not qualified to 
be students of theology, owing to the great 
obscurity of Scriptural predictions, until the 
event has thrown a light upon them. 

V. Genealogies and lists of names. These 
are valuable, as marks of historical accuracy, 
and as involving notes of time. Sometimes, 
too, they contain notices which may be 
turned to the best account (as for example 
the prayer of Jabez, upon which see a striking 
sermon of Canon Melvill's); but the general 
reader cannot expect to gather much from 
them. 

VI. Repetitions of the same history, some- 
times in almost the same words, would natu- 
rally be avoided. This, however, will not 
apply to the fourfold narrative of our Blessed 
Saviour's life in the Gospels. If God has 
graciously given to the Church four aspects 
of His dear Son, it is important that the 
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Church should make herself thoroughly familiar 
with each of these aspects. The histories of 
Jewish kings (deeply interesting as they are, 
and inspired as we believe them to be) surely 
stand on a different footing, as regards the 
edification of Christian people. 

Now, on looking at the actually existing 
Lectionary, it will be found that almost every 
one of the chapters not found in it is referable 
to one of these six heads \ Thus ; the 
omission of the two Books of Chronicles 
would be determined by VI. ; while that of 
the Song of Solomon in the Old, and of the 
Revelation in the New Testament, would rest 
upon III. and IV. 

By these omissions in the Old Testament a 
period of about two months in the year is left 
unprovided with Lessons. The deficit is 
made up by having recourse to the Apocry- 
phal Books, which are read " for example of 

^ I have examined every omitted chapter, with the 
object of ascertaining this, and have made a tabular 
view of the excluded lessons, placing after each the 
niunber of the reason for excluding it. I have only 
found three or four, which I cannot satisfactorily refer 
to one of the six heads. 
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life and instruction of manners," but yet are 
not " applied to establish any doctrine." The 
objections taken to this part of the Lectionary 
are either to principle or detail — either to the 
practice of reading in the congregation any 
writings but such as are inspired unto infal- 
libility, or, if not this, to particular chapters 
at which offence is taken. In regard to the 
first of these objections, the writer (while he 
respects the scruples of the objector) cannot 
avow any sympathy with them. He ventures 
to think that there is an inspiration of a 
lower grade (NOT unto infallibility, or security 
from doctrinal error) which yet is inspiration, 
and should be recognized as such by the 
Church of Christ. Surely the plan of such 
books as Baxter's Saints' Rest, Bunyan's Pil- 
grim's Progress, Taylor's Holy Living and 
Dying, Francis of Sales's Devout Life, — as of 
many, many Christian Sermons — ^was not 
conceived or executed without the afflatus of 
the Holy Ghost. And surely the deriving of 
comfort and edification from such books is quite 
compatible with declining in any way to receive 
them as doctrinal criteria ; nay, with the frank 

C 
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admission that in many important respects tJie 
authors were mistaken in doctrine. — May not 
then the Apocryphal Lessons be very pro- 
perly regarded as forming our Church's testi- 
mony to that secondary inspiration, which, 
while it is not in any way regulative of the 
Church's faith, yet contributes largely to the 
edification of her children ? — As for the par- 
ticular selection of chapters which has been 
made, it will be freely admitted by all candid 
persons that there are blemishes in it. If Bel 
and the Dragon, and perhaps Susanna, and 
Tobit had been omitted, and Manasseh's 
Prayer left standing, the edification of the 
hearers would have been better consulted. 
And the Lectionary being after all a mere 
human production, there are, no doubt, other 
blots in other parts of it — chapters omitted, 
which would have furnished excellent and 
fruitful texts ; chapters admitted, which are 
not quite the best for the purpose. Assuredly 
it is no part of the writer's design to maintain 
that the Lectionary (any more than other 
parts of the Book of Common Prayer) is alto- 
gether faultless and incapable of improvement. 
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But if it can be shown (as he firmly believes it 
can) that a great deal of wise thought and 
consideration underlies the formation of the 
Lectionary, and that (at all events) the true 
principles of selecting Church Lessons are 
kept in view throughout, it is thought that 
the advantage gained by a few petty altera- 
tions would not make up to us for the great 
risk and danger of touching that which is cer- 
tainly an integral part of the Book of Common 
Prayer. From the alteration of the Lection- 
ary to that of the Rubrics there is but one 
step ; and from the alteration of the Rubrics 
we shall pass by an easy transition to the re- 
arrangement of prayers, the cancelling (or 
bracketing) of some, and the insertion of others. 
Questions of this kind being once opened, the 
Prayer Book would become an arena of fierce 
and furious controversy ; and the reconstruc- 
tion of it in what would be called an improved 
form would be the dismemberment of the 
Church of England. Of whichever party the 
voice prevailed in the Revision, the opposite 
party, it may reasonably be feared, would 
withdraw their allegiance from a Church 

C % 
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whose old standards had been altered. And 
for what solid advantages should we incur the 
risk of this mischief? Assuming (though it 
would be perhaps too wide an assumption, if 
the changes were made in a period of excited 
controversial feeling) that the new Prayer 
Book would really exhibit several improve- 
ments on the old one, — that it would recon- 
cile existing practices with the law ; that it 
would give us on occasions more interesting 
Lessons ; that Lessons were provided for Ash 
Wednesday; that on the a3rd November 
Churchmen were edified by the Prayer of 
Manasses instead of Bel and the Dragon ; that 
there was a Service for Harvest Homes, and 
another for the induction of an Incumbent to 
his Cure ; that some choice hymns were in- 
serted in the Services ; that the tone of the 
Commination Service was made less legal, and 
the (absurdly so-called) maledictions with 
their ominous sounding Amens removed ; — 
what would the sum total of all such improve- 
ments (real and imaginary) amount to, com- 
pared with the "loss and harm" — "loss *' of 
charity, and of some fellow-Churchmen, — 



Preface, 21 

" harm " (by unsettlement of mind) to others, 
— ^which we should have "gained" ? 

But while he offers this earnest plea to the 
rulers of our Church and to the members of 
the new Ritualistic Commission for the reten- 
tion of the old Lectionary intact, the writer 
would by no means be understood to in- 
sinuate that he has no sympathy with the 
sentiments which prompt the cry for revision 
of it The theory of the Lectionary may be 
unexceptionable, and it may indicate to us 
the true principles on which Holy Scripture 
should be read ; but it is another thing to say 
that it will furnish lessons suitable to every 
occasion, and every class of character. And 
what is true of it, is true of the Book of 
Common Prayer in general. While the 
Prayer Book is admirable, and while its ex- 
cellence is appreciated by the intelligent and 
educated, it must be confessed that ITS 

SOMEWHAT STIFF FRAMEWORK HAS NOT 
THE ELASTICITY WHICH IS REQUIRED FOR 
EFFICIENT WORK AMONG THE MASSES. The 

Prayer Book is far too good for an unculti- 
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vated understanding; nay, I would say, far 
too good for an understanding which is not 
highly cultivated. It is a scholarlike and 
logical production ; and far above out of the 
reach of the unscholarlike and illogical. To 
take an illustration ; how can a peasant or 
mechanic be made to appreciate the terse 
expressiveness of a Collect, or the sequence 
of thought by which we pass in the Daily 
Morning and Evening Prayer from humilia- 
tion to the praise of God t To such an one, 
" to turn the Book only " (or, as we now say, 
to find out the places) "is an hard and in- 
tricate matter;" and by the time he has 
"found out" the Psalms for the day, the 
Minister and People have got through the 
first of them. As for Lessons, though the 
Church may do most rightly in maintaining 
the theory of a periodical reading through of 
the whole New Testament, what can such a 
hearer make of the doctrinal chapters of St. 
Paul's Epistles } 

In short, if the masses are to be brought 
under the influence of the Church, if the 
Church of England is to be the Church of 
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the poor (fulfilling her mission faithfully not 
merely among the respectable and opulent, 
but among those social outcasts among whom 
her Divine Lord so lovingly laboured), SHE 

MUST HAVE AN INSTRUMENT LESS REFINED 
AND ELABORATED THAN THE PRAYER BOOK, 
AND ONE WHICH ALLOWS TO HER MINIS- 
TERS A MUCH GREATER POWER OF ADAPT- 
ING THE Service to the congregation. 
Why, under the control of their Bishops, 
should they not have this power, and exercise 
it freely where it is needed ? In many Parish 
Churches there is a third Service on Sun- 
days ; in all of them there might be such, if 
the incumbent thought that he could succeed 
in attracting a congregation. Why might it 
not be generally understood and sanctioned 
(sanctioned by Act of Parliament, if that be 
necessary under the condition of our union 
with the State) that, where the Morning and 
Evening Prayer have been duly solemnized 
in the earlier part of the Sunday, the Minister 
need not in the Evening be tied to the use of 
all the Prayers, but might with the approval 
of the Diocesan make such a selection from, 
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or rearrangement of them, as appeared to 
him profitable ? Or if this were too much to 
demand, surely no one could object to a 
narrower rule of this kind ; " The Curate " 
(meaning person in charge), "at a third Ser- 
vice on Sundays, or at a second Service on 
weekdays, shall be at liberty to choose such 
Psalms from the Psalter, and such Lessons 
from the Old and New Testaments, as shall 
seem to him in his discretion most expe- 
dient." It will be said, "This is actually 
done now on certain occasions, as, for exam- 
ple, at Harvest Festivals, and sometimes at 
Church openings." It is. And the fact of 
its being done constitutes a strong testimony 
to the want of elasticity and flexibility in our 
Church system. Country clergymen, lauda- 
bly anxious to have an impressive and appro- 
priate service, when the hearts of their people 
are opened by a sense of God's bounties in 
Nature, or when they have succeeded in 
making their church more worthy of the great 
uses for which it is set apart, are obliged to 
violate the law^ and lay themselves open to an 
episcopal censure^ in order to secure such a 
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service. And yet what they do is so just, so 
natural and fitting, that it would require a 
cynic indeed to find any fault with it. Why 
should not such an absurd restriction as that 
a clergyman in Priests' Orders should not 
have the little liberty accorded to him of 
causing Psalm Ixv. to be sung, and Ruth ii. 
to be read in his church on occasion of a 
Harvest Thanksgiving, be at once put an end 
to by such authority (Parliamentary, Epis- 
copal, Archiepiscopal, Regal) as may be ne- 
cessary for the purpose? Why, because no 
fixed standard of Faith and Devotion can 
adapt itself easily to all classes of minds, or 
to all occasions, are we to fly to the alterna- 
tive of pulling about (perhaps infinitely to its 
detriment) our fixed standard ? In the body 
of animals there is a solid structure of bone, 
compacted into the same framework with 
loose and fluid materials, the subject of mo- 
mentary decomposition and fresh combina- 
tions. In the structure of trees and plants 
also there is the fixed skeleton, while leaves 
and blossoms are for ever forming anew. 
Why should we not in our Church system 
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imitate the Creator's wisdom, and strive to 
maintain simultaneously with our old and 
fixed standards of Faith and Devotion, a 
certain variety and versatility of administra- 
tion, which shall have a fresh resource for 
every fresh want of the population ? Certain 
it is that without such fertility of resource 
and adaptation to the need of the times, our 
Church will never obtain a grasp of the popu- 
lar mind, and that, instead of being, what she 
has it in her to be, the Church of the people, 
strong in the enthusiastic veneration of high 
and low, she will sink down into what an 
Established Church has ever a tendency to 
become, the Church of the respectable, well- 
to-do, and self-complacent minority. 

^^* In sending forth a second edition of 
this Preface, I do not see any reason to alter 
the views expressed in it. I still adhere 
to the opinion that the greater freedom and 
elasticity which is required in attempting to 
bring our Church system to bear upon the 
masses, would be better secured by an en- 
largement of the powers of the Bishop or the 
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Clergyman, than by an alteration of our For- 
mularies. A certain limited discretion given 
to men in trust (the limits of which I do not 
presume to define) seems a method of meet- 
ing our present difficulties at once simple 
and adequate ; whereas the alteration of the 
Prayer Book in any of its parts would only 
open the way for a second revision, as soon as 
there was a sufficiently strong cry for it, and 
(however wisely and temperately executed) 
would probably give complete satisfaction to 
nobody. 

E. M. G. 
The Deanery, Norwich, 
June, 1868. 



SERMON L 
^n t^e Jpirist ICtssuns oppninUtr fur ^t S^nntra^s in Xmt. 

^*' If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a 
father y will he give him a stone f or if he ask a fish, 
will he for a fish give him a serpent t . , . If ye 
then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto 
your children : how much more shall your heavenly 
Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him /'' 
— Luke xi. ii. 13. 

ONE of the points in which our Liturgy- 
is thought most capable of improve- 
ment by those who are at present advo- 
cating a revision of it, is the Calendar of 
Sunday Lessons. Though we have no sym- 
pathy with the project of revision, and think 
that, in all probability, it would end in mar- 
ring more than it mended, we may, perhaps, 
admit that the Sunday Lessons, as they now 
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stand, present — I will not say a vulnerable 
point, but a point fairly open to criticism. 
Thus, doubtless, it might be alleged, that 
this ^ morning's chapter ^ describing the assault 
upon Joseph*s virtue, with other of the Old 
Testament Lessons for the season of Lent, 
while containing, of course (like all parts of 
God*s Word), much precious and practical 
truth, are not exactly the best that might 
have been selected for public reading in the 
congregation. Such an allegation would 
have great plausibility and show of reason. 
But, while free, we trust, from all foolish 
desire to make out the Prayer Book so per- 
fect, that by no possibility could it be 
improved — ^the exclusive prerogative this of 
Holy Scripture — ^we doubt whether even this 
position could be successfully maintained. 
And we propose to show you this morning, 
that there is, at all events, in the Lent 
Sunday Lessons, a luminous and instructive 
rationale — ^that they have been selected on 
principle — and that by substituting for them 

* This Sermon was preached on the Third Sunday 
in Lent, when Gen. xxxix. is the morning's Lesson. 
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other chapters which seem more attractive, 
you might easily disturb the rationale, and 
overthrow the principle. It will become ap- 
parent, as we proceed, how this subject con- 
nects itself with the text. 

Lent is a season of penitence and humi- 
liation ; and it is therefore highly suitable 
that the Lessons of Lent should be humbling 
Lessons. There is a dark side, as well as a 
bright, of true religion ; it is not all promise, 
or all privilege, although some would repre- 
sent it as being so, and although this is really 
and truly the primary aspect of Christianity. 
True religion tells us of, and makes us experi- 
mentally acquainted with, a deep-seated flaw 
in our nature, which mars man's best attempts 
at virtue. Our bent is thoroughly perverse ; 
our inclinations entirely corrupt. Hence, self- 
denial and self-control become not a duty sim- 
ply, but a necessity, of true religion. And the 
self-denial may amount often to crucifixion of 
the fleshy and involve the most painful sacrifices. 
Besides, independently of self-denial, trouble 
uniformly comes in the train of sin. The 
Christian's lot, though all things are lightened 
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to him by inward peace and joy, is not exempt 
from suffering. In the order of His Provi- 
dence, the Lord often lays a cross upon His 
followers, and compels them, as Simon the 
Cyrenian was compelled, to bear it after Him. 
This, then, is the line of thought, along which it 
is desirable for the mind to travel in a season of 
humiliation — the depravity of our nature ; the 
painful sacrifices sometimes required of us; the 
divine chastisements of sin. Now go and select 
Old Testament Lessons for Lent, which shall 
illustrate these three points, the first and fun- 
damental one more especially, and we doubt 
whether you will find any much better adapted 
for the purpose than those which have been 
already selected. Let us run through them 
summarily, and view them as parts of a system 
of teaching. — As a look-out man on the top 
of a mast sees a vessel in the ofBng, and cries 
to those below him, so on Septuagesima 
Sunday we catch our first glimpse of Lent, 
while yet it is at some distance from us. On 
that day we prepare to enter upon the train 
of thought above mentioned, by reading of the 
Creation, and of the happy garden in which 
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our first parents were placed, with its tree of 
life, its noble rivers, its religious institution of 
the seventh day of rest, its social institution of 
marriage. That was the golden dawn of 
human history ; and, like the dawn, it was all 
fair, cloudless, and hopeful. But when we 
reach the next Sunday, the cloud gathers 
upon this state of innocence and blessedness. 
On the morning of Sexagesima, we read of the 
Fall, by which man, having been created 
upright, fell into a sad degeneracy, and be- 
came, as the Saviour describes him in the text, 
" evil." Now, then, starting from that point, 
we are led onward to the hideous and diversi- 
fied developments of the evil, which the Fall 
brought into our nature. After each of them, 
we seem to hear the voice of God chiming in 
from Heaven, like a mufHed peal, and saying, 
"Ye are evil." Sin spreads apace, waxes to 
its full stature, grows to a rank luxuriance, 
overruns the earth, calls down the great devas- 
tating judgment of the Flood — " Ye are evil." 
On the morning of Quinquagesima we have the 
refreshing interlude of the Rainbow, teaching 
us that God's mercy, like that fair sign, is still 

D 
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over-arching even a fallen world. But, lest we 
should suppose sin to have been swept away 
by the waters of the Flood, it breaks out again, 
like the plague of leprosy, in the Evening 
Lesson for the same Sunday, and in a quarter 
where we should not have expected it. 
Righteous Abram, who had sacrificed at 
God*s bidding, country, kindred, and father's 
house, deceives Pharaoh in the matter of Sarah, 
and swerves aside from truth. " Ye are evil." 
On the following Sunday we have plunged 
into Lent, and the awful picture then placed 
before our eyes is the horrible and unnatural 
lusts of the cities of the plain, and their total 
demolition by fire and brimstone from heaven. 
" Ye are evil." In the afternoon of the first 
Sunday in Lent, God is seen demanding an 
Isaac for the sacrificial knife, as He demands 
sternly from each one of us the merciless 
slaughter of every bosom lust. Here, then, 
you have another Lenten thought emerging 
to view ; painful heart-wringing sacrifice re- 
quired of those who would be God's servants. 
But it is not long before the old string is again 
harped upon— Depravity. Last Sunday, the 
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second in Lent, brings before us Jacob's odious 
trickery, with the confusion and threatened 
fratricide which it bred in the family of Isaac. 
" Ye are evil." In the evening of that Sunday 
we read of the frailty of Dinah, and the fright- 
ful massacre of the Shechemites, to which one 
step aside from the narrow path of virtue led 
the way, — lust and blood for the first time, 
but not for the last, seen in close neighbour- 
hood. " Ye are evil." This morning we have, 
in a certain sense, something darker still. For 
man to pursue his own corrupt inclinations is 
a common, and after all a human, form of evil. 
But to inveigle others into sin, and, not con- 
tent with being oneself a child of hell, to 
entice our neighbour into the gulf of spiritual 
ruin, this is an eminence of guilt to which 
some even bad men have been afraid of 
climbing. It is diabolical wickedness, for 
the devil is the tempter ; and to tempt, 
therefore, is to do the devil's work for 
him. In the thirty-ninth of Genesis, we 
find man in the person of Potiphar's wife, 
doing the devil's work, which opens up a 
new view of his corruption, and gives addi- 

D 7, 



'tJS On the First Lessons 

tional emphasis to the lugubrious words, 
" Ye are evil." The three following Lessons, 
that for this afternoon, and the two for the 
fourth Sunday^ are of a different cast. There 
is something pleasing and pathetic about them, 
to which we shall advert immediately. But 
though greatly relieved by glimpses of strong 
affection and tender sentiment, it is a song of 
trouble all through ; and the trouble traces 
up ultimately to sin. Jacob is tried by the 
famine ; then he is in acute grief for his 
favourite children. His sons have an ago- 
nizing trial to go through, until Joseph 
makes himself -known to them. But, in- 
deed, all that they suffered they had brought 
upon themselves. This, as they themselves 
confessed, was the penalty of their cruel treat- 
ment of Joseph. If there was, as there was 
indeed, a Providence superintending their 
actions, which ultimately brought good to 
them out of their evil, that Providence 
secured also in its course the subordinate 
end, that they should taste the full bitter 
of their sin. So that here is the Lenten 
thought of Divine chastisement coming up 
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to the surface — trouble the entail of sin. 
On the fifth Sunday tyranny is presented 
to us ; one of the great curses which has 
travelled in the wake of the Fall. Pha- 
raoh, we read, grinds down the' children 
of Israel with hard bondage ; treats their 
petition contumeliously ; exacts from them 
hard tasks under impossible conditions. It 
is a great wickedness, this oppression of 
the weak ; and we seem to hear again 
the mournful echo, " Ye are evil." On the 
sixth and last Sunday ^ the plagues of Egypt 
come into view. They are God's great 
judgments on those who perversely and 
rebelliously resist His will ; and they form 
a kind of miniature of the everlasting penal- 
ties which must cling to those who hold out 
against Him in impenitence and unbelief. 
This is the Lesson with which Lent closes 
— surely, not inappropriately — a lesson of 
vengeance and of terror to the enemies of 
the Lord. — And now, supposing the prin- 
ciple on which these chapters are selected 
to be that I have adverted to, could we 
make any material alteration in them for 
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the better ? We rather doubt it. The only 
suggestion which it seems possible to make 
is, that in a series of chapters designed to 
illustrate the depravity of our nature, that 
recording the murder of Abel might advan- 
tageously find a place. It is, certainly, sin- 
gular that it should have been omitted. 

But we have to draw the chapters about 
Joseph and his brethren into a closer con- 
nexion with the Lenten line of thought. We 
have said, generally, that the purport of the 
Lenten Chapters is to give us a picture of 
fallen human nature, — its wickedness, its 
sorrows, its need of painful mortification. The 
Word of God, however, is the Book of Truth ; 
and therefore the Word of God, very unlike 
some who profess to expound it, while faith- 
fully portraying the depravity induced by the 
Fall, does not leave unnoticed the relieving 
traits which still cling to and adorn our nature. 
You have the family portrait of Jacob and his 
sons ; and it is full of pathos. The father's 
feeling for Joseph, for Benjamin, for all his 
children, is like a little green oasis, watered 
with springs and feathered over with palms, 
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in this waste howling wilderness of human 
iniquity. Joseph's affection for his brethren, 
and especially for his own mother's son, is 
another trait of the same description. The 
notice of these things teaches us that natural 
amiabilities, the chief source and centre of 
which is the family, have survived the spiritual 
wreck of the Fall. If in a religious point of 
view man is utterly naught, in a social point 
of view he retains still some better features. 

Now observe how the words of our Lord in 
the text express these better features side by 
side with the fundamental depravity : " If ye 
then, being evil, know how to give good gifts 
to your children." " Ye are evil ; and that 
not in any subordinate department of your 
nature, but in its very root and core." Ah ! 
how painfully was He sensible of our evil, who 
had lived from all eternity in another atmo- 
sphere, before He associated Himself by His 
Incarnation with the infirmities and the suffer- 
ings of our race. The Second Person of the 
Trinity had dwelt hitherto in a realm where 
God had been the centre of attraction to the 
hearts of all the inhabitants, a realm in which 
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God was all in all ; where the chorus of His 
praise was flung forth from myriads of lips, 
and echoed from myriads of golden harps. 
And now when He comes to the earth, what 
sights and sounds meet Him, and outrage every 
pure and loving sensibility of His human soul ! 
Every one is taking his own way, and finding 
his own pleasure, as well as he can, inde- 
pendently of God. The universal Benefactor, 
the loving Father, is not recognized at all. 
And the fundamental principle of duty being 
thus set at naught, man is in a state of moral 
and physical disorder ; — " all the foundations 
of the earth are out of course." The cry of 
oppression, the cry of strife, the cry of pain, 
grates strangely and harshly upon an ear 
familiarized for ages with the hallelujahs of 
Seraphim ; and. His spirit half stifled by the 
oppressiveness of the moral atmosphere into 
which He had recently entered, He groans 
out the words, " Ye are evil." But amidst all 
His averseness to the evil which He found in 
man. He had an admission to make respect- 
ing human nature ; and a most important 
practical lesson to draw from it. The feature 
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of parental love, and the several affections 
which hold of that centre, attracted His re- 
gard and approval. He qualified His censure 
of the evil by a passing tribute to a relic and 
fragment of good. "Ye being evil," said He, 
" know how to give good gifts to your chil- 
dren." There is Jacob's tenderness among 
you as well as Jacob's cunning ; Joseph's 
sympathy, as well as Pharaoh's rod of oppres- 
sion. Well, and what then } Is the posses- 
sion of natural amiability by the natural man 
made by Christ, as it is secretly made in 
many minds, a ground of exemption from 
that doom, which must eventually overtake 
the ungodly } Not so. The clinging of 
these amiabilities even to fallen man is con- 
verted into a grand argument for faith in 
God's giving and forgiving love. And, oh ! 
we wish we could duly represent to you the 
cogency, the impregnability, the altogether 
unassailable character of this argument. We 
men are evil, — frightfully evil, hideously evil ; 
in our Scriptural Lessons for this season we 
see the evil coming out in several of its 
worst shapes, shapes which make us blush 
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for humanity, — nay, which make us blush for 
those who are in the main servants of God. 
What we read in Scripture is echoed back by 
experience. In all our great towns, where 
large masses of people are packed together, 
they become reciprocally corrupters and cor- 
rupted, one festering moral gangrene over- 
spreads the whole, and it is not too much to 
say that every abomination from which purity 
shrinks, and benevolence recoils, is rife among 
them. Still, notwithstanding all this despe- 
rate evil, parental affection, and more or less 
the other affections of the family, contrive to 
hold their ground. The mother may be de- 
graded to the lowest depth of guilt and 
misery ; but you cannot easily tear from her 
heart the love of her offspring. The father 
may be vile, a furious, lawless villain, who 
when excited by drink and stimulated by 
revenge, would fell a neighbour to the ground 
without the smallest remorse ; but it is not 
often that every touch of tenderness to his 
children is trodden out of his heart ; natural 
affection smoulders there like the fire of a 
half-extinct volcano ; and it is probable, that 
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if his young child came to him hungry and 
crying for bread, it would burst forth from 
the crust which usually conceals it, and that 
he would divide his last morsel with the little 
tattered and begrimed petitioner. Nor this 
only. There is commonly a certain amount 
of wisdom and discrimination in parental 
love. " Ye know how to give good gifts unto 
your children." If the hungry child cries for 
a beautiful pebble, sparkling with the sea 
water, and, under the impression that the 
pebble is a thing to be eaten, puts it towards 
its mouth, the parent dashes away the tiny 
hand ; — " No, my child ; this is a stone, — not 
bread." Or, if the humoured child of the 
upper classes should long to fondle the cobra 
in some menagerie, and, fascinated by the 
bright eyes, the graceful contortions, the 
wreathed colours of that beautiful reptile, 
should stretch his arms playfully into the 
cage, — the parent snatches him away with 
horror and without delay : he knows the mis- 
chief which the little one so wantonly courts, 
and that one dart of the nimble reptile would 
send deadliest venom through the blood of 
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his child. So here is not affection only, but 
discriminating affection, seen in the evil, in 
the vile, in the reprobate. Well, what then 1 
Why, then, argue up from the evil to the 
good, from the foolish to the wise, from the 
human father, whose nature is corrupt, to the 
Father of our spirits, who is all wise and all 
loving. In Him who is Love, what, think 
you, must be the strength and the tenderness 
of parental affection, if it be so strong and 
tender in the evil ^ In Him who is Light, what, 
think you, must be the discrimination which 
that affection exercises } " How much more 
shall your heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to them that ask Him V Glorious 
promise ! so sublime ! What will He give t 
Baubles of this world, the pretty shining toys, 
which, when steeped in the sparkling waters 
of the fancy, ambition loves to play with } 
Ah ! no ; there is no nutriment in them for 
an immortal spirit, just as in the sea-washed 
pebble there is no wholesome food for the 
body. What then } Will He give the plea- 
sures that sparkle in the cup, with life and 
health to enjoy them } the resources of a 
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refined sensuality, or the stimulants of intel- 
lectual pride ? Ah ! no, the child of God 
shall not be indulged in these ; they might 
sting the higher life of his immortal spirit as 
with a viper's venom. Not these will the 
Father give, but the gift which embraces all 
real good, the Holy .Spirit, the quickening, 
restoring nutriment of the human spirit, the 
germ and earnest of immortal bliss. And 
to whom will He give it ? Oh, glorious pro- 
mise, not more sublime than free ! To those 
who deserve such a gift } Ah ! then none 
will inherit it; and God only mocks our 
misery in making the offer. To those who 
have qualified themselves for the gift by pre- 
vious religious attainments } But how shall 
they make such attainments, except by the 
very Spirit which is here proffered } No ! 
there is but one condition which this promise 
contemplates in those who avail themselves of 
it ; and that is the asking. " How much 
more shall your Heavenly Father give the 
Holy Spirit to them that ask Him V The 
child must come to the parent's knees and 
cry for bread,-^— come with hunger of the 
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spirit, with some inward sense of need, with 
some inward yearning after righteousness, — 
that is all. " Ho ! every one that thirsteth, 
come ye to the waters." " Let him that is 
athirst come ; and whosoever will, let him 
take the water of life freely." Aye, freely ! 
The Spirit is free as the air of heaven to those 
who will but come forth and breathe it : free 
as the rivers of the earth to those who will 
but dip a cup into them and slake their 
thirst. 

Then, brethren, our invitation to you this 
morning is, that you would come to the 
Father's knee for this mighty boon, through 
the way opened by the blood-shedding and 
righteousness of our Redeemer. And our 
prayer for you is, that this "How much 
more" of Jesus Christ may find a lodgment 
in your hearts, so as to be an ever-present 
help and encouragement to you in prayer. 
Learn the lesson of the text well, and weave 
it into the sentiments of your heart, and you 
will then draw out easily and delightfully 
from a Father's Love, all the blessings which 
it yearns to bestow upon you. And, to revert 
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once more to the note which we struck at 
the beginning of the Sermon, if so precious a 
lesson has derived illustration from those 
chapters of Holy Scripture which our Church 
appoints for this season of the year, it would 
seem that some wisdom has been exercised 
in the selection of those chapters ; and hence 
a general presumption will arise, that even 
those arrangements of our Prayer Book 
which present difficulties at first sight, have 
at all events not been made without some 
grounds in reason to justify them. 



SERMON II. 
% VintiicsLtion oC tfie Commination Service. 

" And Moses charged the people the same day, saying. 
These shall stand upon mount Gerizim to bless the 
people, when ye are come over Jordan; Simeon, and 
Levi, and Judah, and Issachar, and Joseph, and 
Benjamin : and these shall stand upon mount Ebal 
to curse; Reuben, Gad, and Asher, and Zebulun, 
Dan, and Naphtali, And the Lcvites shall speak, 
and say unto all the men of Israel with a loud voice. 
Cursed be the man that maketh any graven or 
molten image, an abomination unto the Lord, the 
work of the hands of the craftsman, and putteth it 
in a secret place. And all the people shall answer 
and say, Ameny — Deut. xxvii. ii— 15. 

YOU are to hear after this Sermon the 
denunciation of God's anger against 
impenitent sinners, called the Commination. 
In order to prepare your minds to join in 
this Service intelligently, I shall make it the 
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subject of a Sermon, and shall attempt, not 
only to vindicate it from hasty and ill-con- 
sidered objections, but to exhibit to you its 
scriptural significance. 

But before I proceed to consider the main 
feature of this Service, there is one expression 
at the opening of it which may require a word 
of explanation. Favourable and honourable 
mention is made of the godly discipline which 
existed in the Primitive Church, of putting 
to open penance and punishing in this world 
such persons as stood convicted of notorious 
sin ; and the Commination is said to be a sub- 
stitute for such discipline — the best substitute 
that can be devised under present circum- 
stances. But the second best thing is not 
the first best thing. And in a parenthesis 
there is a sigh after the old discipline, at 
which offence is taken by some. The words 
are, " Instead whereof (until the said discipline 
be restored again, which is much to be wishea) 
it is thought good, that at this time (in the 
presence of you all) should be read the 
general sentences of God's cursing against 
impenitent sinners," &c. 

£ 
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These words certainly do not mean that the 
revival of the old discipline under present cir- 
cumstances is a thing to be wished for ; — ^the 
thing to be wished for is, that circumstances 
were such as to admit of the revival. The 
ideas are wholly distinct. Take an illustra- 
tion. A sick person, whose complaint in- 
volves constant accesses of pain, has opiates 
prescribed for him. The opiates are trouble- 
some in many respects, and cause derange- 
ment of the system ; but they are the best 
—nay, the only things under the circum- 
stances ; the pain necessitates them ; and 
if they were not given, acute suffering would 
do more damage to the system than a whole 
course of opiates. Now suppose, under such 
circumstances, that some one, seeing some in- 
convenience to the patient's powers of mind 
resulting from the opiates, were to say, " It is 
much to be wished that he could do without 
them," no one would understand that he 
thought it desirable to dispense with opiates 
under present circumstances, but only that he 
wished the state of the patient were such as to 
allow of their being dispensed with. 
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The case before us stands thus. The Church 
of Christ is a Society. Every Society has its 
discipline, its rules, and its penalties for those 
who break the rules, the highest penalty 
being in all cases expulsion from the 
Society. The high and perfect ideal of 
the Christian Church is that she shall in- 
flict penalties on notorious offenders, for the 
joint purpose of reclaiming them, and warning 
others ; the climax of these penalties being 
excommunication, or expulsion from the 
Christian Society. The Church was armed 
by our Lord with this power in Matt, xviii. 
17, 18 ; and we find St. Paul exercising the 
power against the incestuous Corinthian. 
But alas ! alas ! in many points the Church 
has so departed from the Founder's ideal of 
it, that it becomes next to an impossibility 
for her to exercise her authority in the way 
of censure and punishment. Take only one 
instance of this departure. The Founder's 
ideal was perfect unity among believers : 
" That they all may be one, as Thou, Father, 
art in Me, and I in Thee ; that they also 
may be one in Us, that the world may 

E 2 
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believe that Thou hast sent Me." But the 
accursed enemy came and sowed the tares 
of discord in the field of the Church. Then 
appeared controversies, and protests, and 
separations, and schisms, one community 
of Christians setting another at defiance, 
one Bishop excommunicating another, and 
the Pope excommunicating all Bishops who 
will not recognize his usurped supremacy. 
Now, these schisms alone (to omit other 
points) make excommunication a nullity. 
If the Church of Christ were to put a 
man out of her pale, the result would 
almost certainly be, that such an one would 
be welcomed with open arms by some sect 
of Dissenters, and thus all purpose of re- 
formation or warning defeated. But though 
we cannot wish for the revival of discipline 
under present circumstances y it is most devoutly 
to be wished that the circumstances were such 
as to admit of its revival. Grievous is the 
thought that we have wandered so very far 
from our Founder's ideal. Oh that God 
would inspire continually His Universal 
Church with the spirit of truth, unity, and 
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concord ! Oh that He would grant that all 
they that do confess His Holy Name, might 
agree in the truth of His Holy Word and live 
in unity and godly love ! 

And now, to turn from this incidental 
expression to the Commination Service it- 
self. The fundamental idea of such a 
Service is, no doubt, to be found in the 
Law of Moses. The Israelites were com- 
manded by their great Legislator, on enter- 
ing into the Promised Land, to divide them- 
selves into two groups (of six tribes each), 
one of the groups to take up its station on 
Mount Ebal, and the other on the immediately 
adjacent mountain Gerizim. In the valley 
which lay between the two eminences was 
to be stationed the ark of God, surrounded 
by the ministering Priests. These Priests 
were then solemnly to pronounce the bless- 
ings annexed in the Law to obedience ; to 
each of which the group of tribes on Gerizim 
responded (like the voice of many waters) 
" Amen." The blessings finished, the Priests 
next pronounced the curses, which would 
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ensue upon disobedience, to which the group 
of tribes upon Mount Ebal responded by the 
same word of assent. Singularly enough, 
though both blessings and curses are pre- 
scribed, the formula only for the curses is 
given ; a circumstance which perhaps may 
have been designed as a dismal omen that 
in the prescience of God the literal Israel 
would inherit only the curse, and not the 
blessing. The prescribed ceremony was faith- 
fully gone through by Joshua on the first con- 
venient opportunity after his entrance into the 
promised land ; and the performance of it is 
recorded in the eighth chapter of the book 
•which goes under his name. — So remote is 
the period of time, and so different from 
our own the economy, to, which the lead- 
ing feature of the Service before us traces 
back. But surely this constitutes no valid 
objection to it. Christianity is in all its 
parts a development of Judaism. The Gos- 
pel is the fair and fragrant flower, of which 
the Law was the obscure seed. The Holy 
Catholic Church was originally a Jewish sect. 
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a school of Jewish Theology founded by a 
great Rabbi, called Jesus of Nazareth. Chris- 
tian Baptism took its rise from a certain 
purification by water, to which all proselytes 
among the Jews were obliged to submit. 
The Lord's Supper had its origin in the 
formal breaking of bread, and the bene- 
diction and distribution of the cup, which 
were customary at the Paschal Supper. The 
daily Services of the Church are the Christian 
representatives of the daily morning and even- 
ing Sacrifice. The Lord's Prayer is a com- 
pilation into one perfect form of several peti- 
tions, which were floating about, at the time 
of its delivery, in the devotional literature of 
the Jews. The New Testament finds its key, 
its explanation, its significance, in the narra- 
tive, in the types, in the prophecies of the Old. 
Can we be surprised, then, if we find in the 
Christian Church some echo of the very 
striking recital which took place of old 
between Ebal and Gerizim ? — some public 
reminiscence of God's wrath against sin, as 
rehearsed in the ears of the chosen people, 
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but adapted of course to the altered circum- 
stances of the Church and to the spirit of the 
better Covenant ? 

As regards the exceptions which have been 
taken against this Service, those which are 
commonly current and usually alleged are of 
the weakest kind. It is indeed wonderful 
that, notwithstanding all the loudly vaunted 
enlightenment of this age, we should still hear 
the old charge reiterated, even by educated 
persons, that we go to Church on Ash Wed- 
nesday, to curse ourselves and our neighbours. 
Surely, if the mind of the age had made half 
as- much progress on the subject of Religion 
as it is supposed to have done on secular sub- 
jects, this vulgar error would long since have 
been exploded. It is worthy only of that 
obscure twilight of religious ignorance, in 
which such notions prevail, as that every 
good Christian is a Methodist ; every man who 
holds that we are saved by grace, a Calvin is t ; 
and that, until young people are confirmed, 
their sponsors — forsooth, and not themselves 
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— are accountable for their sins. To obviate 
this absurd prejudice, it may be briefly re- 
marked that " the sentences of God's cursing 
against impenitent sinners " are NOT, in the 
usual sense of the term, curses or maledic- 
tions at all ; and that if they were, they are 
not pronounced against persons, but against 
characters. First, they are not curses at all^ in 
the usual and objectionable sense of the word. 
A curse is an invocation of evil upon some 
one, a wish or prayer that some evil may over- 
take him. The sentences in question are not 
worded as prayers in the Commination Service 
(nor indeed in the original Hebrew of the chap- 
ter of Deuteronomy, for there our translators 
have inserted the word be, as will be seen by 
its appearance in Italics) ; they are simple 
declarations ; they run not in the optative 
but indicative mood : " Cursed IS the man 
that maketh any carved or molten image, to 
worship it ;" " Cursed IS he that curseth his 
father," &c. But does not the "Amen" 
which succeeds convert them into a prayer ? 
Certainly not. After a prayer, " Amen " no 
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doubt does mean, or rather it may mean, " So 
be it." But after a declaration, it is simply 
tantamount to " It is so," or " I believe it to 
be so." The original word itself is an adjec- 
tive, sometimes used adverbially. It appears 
as an adjective in the Book of the Revelation, 
where our Blessed Lord is called the "Amen," 
that is." the faithful One," as the word is ren- 
dered in what follows ; " Thus saith the Amen, 
the faithful and true Witness." By our Lord 
Himself it is often used adverbially at the 
beginning of sentences, as a solemn assevera- 
tion of what is to follow ; in which position 
our translators always render it " Verily ;" 
"Verily, verily" (in the original. Amen, 
Amen), "I say unto you," &c. In itself 
the word expresses neither a declaration nor 
a wish, but may express either, according to 
the nature of the context. Where the con- 
text is declaratory, there "Amen" simply 
assevers it as true. It is to be regretted 
that we have not in our language one word 
to express these sentences ; for in default of 
a better they will always be popularly, though 
most incorrectly, called "Curses." But a curse, 
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as I have said, is, strictly speaking, a prayer 
that mischief may befall another, and is op- 
posed to a blessing, which is a prayer for good 
on behalf of another. We have the word 
"beatitude," which means a sentence of God's 
blessing upon certain characters ; and what, 
unhappily, we want is a corresponding word 
to express a sentence of God's cursing upon 
opposite characters. We shall not understand 
these Commination Sentences aright, until we 
have fully taken into our minds the idea that 
they are the exact opposite of our Lord's 
beatitudes. One of them runs ; " Cursed are 
the unmerciful." And one of the beatitudes 
runs in the opposite style ; " Blessed are the 
merciful ; for they shall obtain mercy." And, 
in fact, in the sentence of blessing the sentence 
of cursing is involved. 

But even if these sentences were (as they are 
not) imprecations, they are not directed against 
personSy but against characters. Does this seem 
to you a subtle distinction, savouring more of 
metaphysics than of theology } Nay, surely 
it is a distinction popularly recognized, and 
one which lies at the root of all our religious 
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ideas. What is more commonly and more 
truly alleged than that God loves -the sinner, 
while He hates the sin — in other words, that 
He loves the person, while He hates the cha- 
racter? Is there any more common pheno- 
menon than an entire change of character in 
one and the same person ? The youth goes 
to school with frank, bright, and open coun- 
tenance, an index to the heart within, proud 
of his home and relatives, and guileless as to 
the evil of the world. Bad associates take 
advantage of his pliability and unsuspicious- 
ness ; a shadow falls upon the boy's ingenu- 
ous features, sad symptom of a change in 
his character; he is no longer open and 
reliable ; there is a reserve which makes him 
awkward with his parents and superiors ; he 
is ashamed of being suspected of an affection 
for home, as if the best of natural feelings were 
disreputable. — Again, is it not a frequent 
occurrence (thanks to the sovereign Grace of 
God) that one, who in early life has been 
utterly frivolous and godless, has lived only 
for the world and its vanities, and, if he has 
complied with the forms of Religion, has 
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never known any thing of its power, is 
strongly impressed (through whatever in- 
strumentality) with the value of the soul 
and the importance of Eternity ; and, through 
feelings of alarm and concern, is led on to 
make Religion his all in all, the one engross- 
ing subject of his thoughts and cares, and 
seldom long absent from his tongue ? What 
are these and other similar phenomena, but 
instances of a change of character, where the 
person of course remains the same ? And if 
it be clear from these instances that the same 
person at different periods of his life may have 
different characters, is not the distinction be- 
tween person and character a very palpable 
one and very easy to follow ? — Now, the bea- 
titudes uttered by our Blessed Lord are upon 
characters. Christ does not, in pronouncing 
those beatitudes, elect certain persons out of 
mankind, and declare that upon these persons 
His blessing rests. But He makes mention 
of certain states of mind, — certain tempers, 
affections, or characters, — and pronounces 
that all who bear these characters and 
exhibit these affections, — you, and I, and 
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our neighbours, so far as we and they 
bear them, — are blessed. Now, the sen- 
tences of God's cursing in the Commina- 
tion Service deal in exactly the opposite 
way with characters of an opposite descrip- 
tion. They make mention of certain sins, 
— some of them sins of deed, some of them 
(like distrust of God) sinful states of heart, 
but all of them having a wrong and unchris- 
tian spirit underlying their outward form, — 
and pronounce that all who cling to these 
sins, — you and I, so far as we cling to them, 
— are " cursed." The Church would not dare 
to pronounce such sentences of her own de- 
vising, — this would indeed be an awful pre- 
sumption, — but she takes them out of God's 
Word, and directs that they shall be recited 
in our hearing. Is God's Word true, or not ? 
Must all that it denounces, as well as all that 
it promises, assuredly come to pass .? or does 
it seek to terrify us with shadows, and to warn 
us back from sin by thunders which are 
charged with no fatal thunder-bolts .^^ We 
are not here to ask these questions of you. 
We will not insult a Christian Congregation 
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by supposing that any one of them im- 
peaches the veracity of God. If, then, you 
firmly believe and accept all that is written 
in God's Word, as well threatening as pro- 
mise, as well warning as encouragement — 
what objection is there to the solemnly 
and publicly assevering your belief, and 
thus reminding yourself that you are bound, 
as you would escape God's displeasure and 
malediction, to stand clear, utterly clear of 
these sins — not in deed only, but in thought 
and affection ? 

But alas ! alas ! a large proportion (shall I 
say a lai^e majority?) of professing Chris- 
tians do not believe the threatenings of Holy 
Scripture, but secretly think that even for 
those, against whom they are most expressly 
launched, some way will ultimately be found 
of escaping them. And here, indeed, is the 
real root of the objections against the Commi- 
nation Service; this is the real key to the 
position of the objectors, the foolish, ignorant 
clamour about cursing one's neighbour being 
only an outpost hastily thrown in advance, 
and easily cut to pieces, but whose demoli- 



64 A Vindication of 

tion does not really remove the difficulty. 
The difficulty remains as impregnable as 
ever ; and the difficulty, if you go to the root 
of it, is unbelief. It is an adage as old as 
Sallust, that what men wish finds ready cre- 
dence with them. The converse is of course 
implied, that what men do not wish for, they 
do not yield a ready credence to. These are 
precisely the principles on which the majority 
of professing Christians regulate their accept- 
ance of the Word of God. Certain very 
considerable portions of that Word jump with 
their wishes and inclinations. They are of 
course very willing to be saved, and perfectly 
willing also that all the world (excepting those 
very few between whom and themselves there 
has been a deadly feud, stirring up very hot 
blood) should be saved as well as they. They 
are willing to be helped in the way of right- 
eousness, and that others should be helped as 
well as themselves. Accordingly they find 
not the slightest objection to the intelli- 
gence of a Saviour and a Holy Ghost — 
the most material parts, it must be con- 
fessed, of God's testimony to fallen man. 
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All this jumps with their expectations of 
what God would do ; it is so worthy of 
Him, whose name is Love, to send a 
Saviour and a Comforter, and to make 
salvation all of grace and not of merit, all 
of faith and not of works. But there are 
other testimonies of the Word of God, be- 
sides these leading ones, which by no means 
meet with the same ready and joyous accept- 
ance. There are comminations and sentences 
of God's cursing against impenitent sinners ; 
and that not in the Old Testament merely, 
which they could dispose of and put aside as 
being Jewish and legal, but in the New also. 
The Apostle of free Grace, the Apostle of 
Love, nay, the very Lord of Love and Grace 
Himself, utters freely these alarming com- 
minations. Here is the commination of the 
Apostle of Grace : " Be not deceived : neither 
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor 
effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with 
mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor 
drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, 
shall inherit the kingdom of God." "Let 
no man deceive you with vain words : for 

F 
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because of these things cometh the wrath 
of God upon the children of disobedience." 
And here is the commination of the Apostle 
of Love, who, loving as he was, never dreamt 
for a moment that wilful and impenitent sin- 
ners, continuing in their sins, could be saved : 
" The fearful, and unbelieving, and the abo- 
minable, and murderers, and whoremongers, 
and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, 
shall have their part in the lake which 
burneth with fire and brimstone : which is 
the second death." And here is the com- 
mination of the Lord of Love Himself : 
"I say unto you. That whosoever is angry 
with his brother without a cause, shall be 
in danger of the judgment ; and whosoever 
shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in 
danger of the council ; but whosoever shall 
say. Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell 
fire." " Whosoever shall offend one of these 
little ones that believe in me ; it is better for 
him that a millstone were hanged about his 
neck, and he were cast into the sea. And if 
thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better 
for thee to enter into life maimed, than. 
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having two hands, to go into hell, into 
the fire that never shall be quenched ; 
where their worm dieth not, and the fire is 
not quenched." "Then shall the King say 
unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, 
ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for 
the Devil and his angels : for I was an hun- 
gred, and ye gave me no meat ; I was thirsty, 
and ye gave me no drink ; I was a stranger, 
and ye took me not in ; naked, and ye clothed 
me not ; sick and in prison, and ye visited me 
not" 

What do the professing Christians, of whom 
we are speaking, make of tliese sentences of 
God's cursing against impenitent sinners? 
They do not give them a fair hearing ; they 
shut out the sound of them as something 
which disturbs their peace. Just as when, on 
some winter's night, there is the pelting of a 
pitiless storm without, the family within some 
secure dwelling draw towards the fire, after 
seeing that the casements and shutters are 
closed, and with the passing observation that 
it must be a fearful night at sea, congratulate 
themselves on the light, warmth, and comfort 

F % 
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which there is at home ; so do professing 
Christians love to encircle themselves with 
the light and warmth of religious privilege, 
and look out of window as little as may be to 
the predicted storm of the wrath to come. 
And very possibly, vast numbers of them are 
all the time secretly holding by some of the 
sins against which that wrath is denounced. 
But they never bring these sins fairly to the 
light of God's Word, that they may be 
reproved and thoroughly abandoned ; and 
the result is, that the warnings of that Word 
gradually lose their hold upon them, and are 
virtually, if not avowedly, discredited. Now, 
into such a state of mind there is one uncom- 
fortable surmise, which we feel bound in 
faithfulness, as the ministers of God, to inject. 
It is this. Is the faith, which refuses to look 
all God*s testimony fully and fairly in the 
face, — the faith which accepts what pleases, 
and rejects what incommodes it, — true faith 
at all.^ What does the man in such a case 
believe.^ You say he believes an important 
part of God*s Word — all the encouraging and 
consolatory portions of it. True; but he 
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does not believe it as God's Word ; he does 
not believe it simply on God's authority. 
For if he did, is it not clear that he would 
yield equal, and equally ready, credence to 
every thing that comes to him on that autho- 
rity ? As it is, what he is really believing is 
not the testimony which God's Word bears 
of God, but the testimony which his own 
heart bears. He has certain natural antici- 
pations of how God will and ought to act. 
When God says He will act thus, the man 
believes Him. But as soon as God speaks in 
a different key, says what the man is not pre- 
pared for in his own mind, what he finds diffi- 
cult to reconcile, what perhaps puts him out 
of humour with himself and awakens suspi- 
cion of his own state, he accepts it as little as 
may be, puts it away, says it must be under- 
stood with modifications. Is he really believ- 
ing God at all.^ Is he not rather believing 
his own mind } And can belief in the dic- 
tates of his own mind be called a genuine or 
saving faith } 

But the Church, my brethren, is faithful to 
God and faithful to her children, though 
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those children may be unfaithful to them- 
selves. On one day in the year, — ^the day 
which commences her solemn season of peni- 
tence and humiliation, — she rehearses in their 
ears, whether they will hear, or whether they 
will forbear, the sentences of God*s cursing 
against impenitent sinners. She reminds us 
that so long as we adhere in thought, spirit, 
or intention to any one of the sins there 
denounced, we are exposed to the vials of 
curse, and can escape them only by standing 
clear of that sin. Although even on this day 
she by no means hides the precious testi- 
mony of the blood of Christ, which is fully 
set forth in the homily which succeeds the 
sentences, yet she places us at the casement 
to see the lightnings, and hear the raving of 
the storm of judgment — "indignation and 
wrath, tribulation and anguish, upon every 
soul of man that doeth evil." And surely, 
when thousands of her members are virtual, 
and some of them professed and actual, un- 
believers in the darker articles of Faith — ^hell, 
everlasting punishment, the personality and 
power of the Devil ; and when thus Religion 
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is in danger of losing its stamina, and be- 
coming soft and pliable, the easy prey of corr 
ruption ; the Church does well and wisely to. 
retain: this element in her Services as a kind 
of spiritual tonic, calculated to throw the 
vigour and nerve of self-denial into the relir 
gious life of her children. 

In order to complete our case, we hav^e 
only to observe how beautifully the sentences 
of Commination extracted from the Law ace 
spiritualized by the introduction among thent 
of that striking passage from the Book of the 
Prophet Jeremiah, "Cursed is he that put^ 
teth his trust in man,, and taketb man fox his 
defence, and in his heart goeth from the 
Lord." How does this hint on the part of 
the compilers lead us to look imder the out- 
ward forms of the sins denounced to their 
inward and animating principles ! Who shali 
presume to say that none of these sentences 
of the old Law, spriritually understood and 
interpreted^ will find him out ? That he has 
never set up an idol in his heart, that none is 
now established there ? (" Cursed is the man^ 
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that maketh any carved or molten image, to 
worship it") That he has never made light 
of (or even reviled) authority, when authority 
declared against him ? (" Cursed is he that 
curseth his father or mother.") That he has 
never profited, or consented to profit, by an 
unfair advantage? ("Cursed is he that re- 
moveth his neighbour's landmark.") That he 
has never allowed himself to ridicule or de- 
spise natural infirmities } (" Cursed is he that 
maketh the blind to go out of his way.") That 
he has always acted with scrupulous fairness 
to others, where they had no opportunity of 
remonstrance or appeal } (" Cursed is he that 
perverteth the judgment of the stranger, the 
fatherless, and widow.") That he has never 
blackened by anonymous writing or publica- 
tion those whom he dared not attack openly 
— the modern form this of "smiting one's 
neighbour secretly".^ That he has never 
indulged an impure imagination.^ ("Cursed 
is he that lieth with his neighbour's wife.") 
That he has never allowed his mind to be 
warped, by fear or favour, from an inde- 
pendent judgment.? ("Cursed is he that 
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taketh reward to slay the innocent.") But 
even if of all these charges we should stand 
quite clear, are we clear, think you, of "/«/- 
ting our trust in man^ and taking man for 
our defence''? Have we never trusted to our 
resolutions, to the emotions of a naturally 
generous and kind heart, to bear us harmless 
in the hour of temptation ? Have we never 
trusted to means, both in Nature and in 
Grace, rather than to the God who ministers 
the blessing in the use of the means ? Have 
we never laid up our treasure upon earth, 
and looked for happiness to earthly sources ? 
Ah ! there has been a flaw in the heart here, 
however sound it may appear when probed in 
other parts. We will not disguise it from 
ourselves, then, or from God — ^we will confess 
it. We will renounce all dependence what- 
soever upon the arm of flesh, upon our own 
wisdom for guidance, our own righteousness 
for justification, our own strength for victory- 
over sin, our temporal resources for happi- 
ness! We will endeavour, God helping us, 
to lean more and more wholly upon Him, 
assured that by so doing we open wider the 
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vessel of the heart, to receive more of His aid 
and blessing. At least we will stand clear in 
intention of every habit and every sentiment 
on which His ban lies. For thus only may 
we take to ourselves the comfort of thinking 
that, in virtue of its having been endured for 
us,^ we are altogether relieved from the Divine 
malediction. " CHRIST HATH REDEEMED us 

from the curse of the law, being 
made a curse for us ; for it is written, 
Cursed is every one that hangeth on 

A tree." 



SERMON III. 

" // was needfui for me to . , , . exhort you that ye 
should earnestly contend for the faith which was 
once delivered unto the saints,^* — ^Jude, part of ver. 3. 

WHAT was this "faith once delivered 
unto the saints," which St. Jude ex- 
horts the disciples "earnestly to contend 
for" ? It cannot have been the New Testa- 
ment. For the latest date assigned to St. 
Jude*s Epistle places its composition before 
the death of St. John. Now, before the death 
of St. John, the canon of the New Testament, 

' It is right to say that several of the ideas in this 
and the following Sermon are borrowed from Mr. 
Sadler's admirable treatise, " Church Doctrine — Bible 
Truth," and that in handling these ideas I have done 
little more than expand what is there stated succinctly. 
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which includes St. John's latest writings, was 
not made up. Not to mention that St. Jude's 
Epistle is itself part of the New Testament, 
and the writer here exhorts them to contend 
for something of which they were already in 
full possession. Yet, though there was a 
period of the Church's history when she had 
no New Testament, there was never a period 
when she had not a " faith once delivered to 
the saints." This faith, which their Master 
and His Spirit delivered to the Apostles, and 
which they delivered to the world, would 
naturally and necessarily before long be 
reduced to a summary, short and portable to 
the memory, which candidates for Baptism 
might profess, as the belief which distinguished 
them from heathen and Jew. To such a 
summary, and such a profession of faith, St. 
Paul is supposed to refer, when he says of 
Timothy, " Thou hast professed a good pro- 
fession before many witnesses," and to him, 
" Hold fast the form of sound words, which 
thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which 
is in Christ Jesus." 

In course of time, the rise of heresies would 
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make it necessary to enlarge the articles of 
the Creed, by way of meeting errors which, 
when it was first drawn up, had not shown 
their head. Every century, almost every 
generation, developed some new form of mis- 
belief ; and thus it became a necessity that 
the Faith of the Church should undergo a 
corresponding development. One of the most 
expanded of these summaries of Christian 
doctrine we have recited to-day. It is called 
the Athanasian Creed (as expressing the 
doctrine maintained by Athanasius), and is 
a most venerable as well as most valuable 
formulary, composed (according to Water- 
land, whose able treatise exhausts all the 
learning of the subject) by a Gallican Bishop, 
Hilary of Aries, between the years 430 and 
430. As, however, some of its statements 
are a stumbling-block to many well-meaning 
Christians, and as its whole scheme and cast 
of thought are peculiarly offensive to the so- 
called liberalism of this day, I propose to 
make it the subject of two discourses, in the 
first of these endeavouring to remove the main 
objections which have been made against the 
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Creed, in the second to establish its practical 
value. 

The objections are sometimes levelled 
against particular statements in it, called the 
damnatory clauses, sometimes against the 
whole style in which it is conceived, as arro- 
gantly dogmatic, and, if I may say so, 
angular. 

I. First ; as to the more superficial objection 
taken to the particular clauses, " Which Faith 
except every one do keep whole and undefiled, 
without doubt he shall perish everlastingly ;" 
"This is the Catholic Faith, which except a 
man believe faithfully, lie cannot be saved." 
It is alleged that these words are harsh and 
uncharitable ; that, as the Creed treats of very 
high and mysterious subjects, transcending 
.human thought, and involves several abstruse 
and almost metaphysical distinctions, it is 
wrong and presumptuous to consign to per- 
dition every one who declines to accept its 
statements. 

Much talk of this kind, which is occasionally 
heard, comes from the secretly harboured (if 
not openly expressed) notion, that men are 
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not responsible for their religious belief, — ^that 
there is no moral evil, but mere error of judg- 
ment, in rejecting the Truth, when it has been 
put fairly before us. But is it conceivable 
that God should have suspended our salva- 
tion upon our belief in His Son, as He has 
done many times most explicitly ("Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved ;" "He that believeth on the Son hath 
everlasting life: and he that believeth not 
the Son shall not see life ; but the wrath of 
God abideth on him," &c), if the circumstance 
of a man's having faith in Christ determined 
nothing as to his character — if, in short, faith 
were not the great discriminating quality 
between a good and a bad character ? Was 
it not expressly foretold of Christ by the aged 
Simeon, that He should be the very touchstone 
of human character, set and appointed for this 
very purpose, that "the thoughts of many hearts 
might be revealed " ? And was not the pre- 
diction fulfilled ? Did not Christ's claims, and 
the demand of faith which He made upon men, 
eflfect a great sifting of the Jewish nation ? 
Were not all the good attracted to Him 
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sooner or later, — meaning by the good, not 
by any means the sinless (sinlessness is the 
state of none of us ; and we know that the 
foulest blots rested on the past lives of many 
who, on our Lord's appearance, became His 
disciples), but all honest and true souls, who 
were willing to be drawn out of their sins, and 
taught better ? Does not our Lord expressly 
say, that " if any man will do " (wills to do) 
"God's will," that man "shall know of the 
doctrine whether it be of God," shall come, 
i e., to a right faith as to essential Truth. 

And does not this imply that a defective con- 
viction on the subject of Christ's claims and 
doctrine must proceed from a moral defect, — 
even from unwillingness to do God's will ? Be 
sure that, assuming the Truth to have been 
fairly presented to a man, any doubt on its 
fundamental doctrines is no mere opinion, 
sitting lightly on the surface of the under- 
standing, and having no connexion with 
any thing deeper ; but is a scum secreted 
from, and thrown up by, some wrong pro- 
cess of an evil heart of unbelief — prejudice, 
or self-sufficiency, or a desire to cling to sin. 
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The moment that we seize firmly the doctrine 
that a right faith is the necessary result of a 
right state of heart, and that men are there- 
fore deeply responsible for their religious belief 
on fundamental points,— or, in other words, for 
accepting Christ as what He professed to 
be,— our view of the uncharitableness of 
denouncing errors of faith is (to say the 
least) extremely modified. For is it harsh 
and uncharitable to denounce sternly serious 
errors of conduct? Is St. John uncharitable 
when he says, " But murderers, and whore- 
mongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all 
liars, shall have their part in the lake which 
burneth with fire and brimstone ; which is the 
second death ;" or, in other words, wickedness 
in this world shall be visited with eternal 
misery in the next } If so, St. John must 
have altered in character ; for his writings, and 
the notices of him in the New Testament, have 
led the Church in all ages to think of him as 
the Apostle of love. But if St. John be not 
uncharitable in his denunciations against 
wickedness, why should we account him 
so, when he prefaces the black catalogue, 
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part of which only is quoted above, with 
a denunciation of unbelief ? — *' But the fearful, 
and unbelieving^ and murderers, .... and 
liars," &c., &c. He is only echoing his Mas- 
ter's voice in this solemn menace ; for some of 
the Master's last words were, " He that be- 
lieveth not shall be damned." 

But somehow or other we are apt to imbibe 
the utterly unscriptural and unphilosophical 
opinion, that, if a man goes wrong in conduct, 
it is his own fault, and he deserves to suffer ; 
but that, if he goes wrong in a matter of essen- 
tial religious belief, it is not a fault at all, but 
only an error of judgment, for which it is hard 
to condemn him. Nothing is more absolutely 
false. In one important respect, an error in a 
matter of faith is worse than an error in con- 
duct. For faith is the spring of conduct ; our 
convictions determine our actions ; and there- 
fore an error here is more fundamental. 

But it will be answered, and not without 
great show of reason, " Faith in Christ is one 
thing ; and we are ready to admit, on the 
authority of God's Word, both that it is a 
test of moral character, and that no one c^ 
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be saved without it. But the acceptance of 
several very abstruse propositions respecting 
the Nature and Person of Christ is quite 
another thing ; and we do not find that God 
in the Holy Scriptures has made this neces- 
sary, though your Athanasian Creed seems 
to do so." 

But mark, I pray you, how and why 
these propositions, which you decry as ab- 
struse, came to be framed. They grew out of 
the Church's necessities ; they were not pro- 
posed arbitrarily, or thrown upon Christians 
for their acceptance without the best of rea- 
sons. To you, perhaps, in the nineteenth 
century, they appear like wanton demands 
made upon a faith already taxed heavily 
enough. That is because you are ignorant 
of Ecclesiastical History, and have had no 
experience of the alarming crises, whicl^ 
gave birth to these various doctrinal state- 
ments. To take a single instance. After 
men's minds had been at work upon the Person 
and Nature of Christ for more than three 
centuries, there arose a Bishop in the Church 
called ApoUinaris, who maintained and taught 
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that there was nothing human in our Lord, 
with the exception of His body ; that He 
had no human soul, and lacked, of course, 
entirely those two elements which go to make 
up the soul — ^human intelligence and human 
affection. A body He had, according to 
ApoUinaris, which was born of Mary, and 
hung upon the Cross, and which acted as a 
tabernacle for the Logos, or Divine Word, 
which was enshrined within it. There can 
be no doubt that this view was due in the 
mind of ApoUinaris to a violent reaction 
against the Arian heresy, which impugned 
the Divinity of Christ, and affirmed Him 
to be merely the highest and first of all 
creatures. In stoutly repudiating this heresy, 
ApoUinaris had right on his side. But who 
does not see the utterly unscriptural character 
of ApoUinaris's own tenet, and the awful prac- 
tical effects which must ensue from thoroughly 
imbibing it .? It is written that our Lord Jesus 
experienced compassion, wonder, anger — all 
which are properties, not of the body, but of 
the soul. It is written again, that " Jesus 
increased in wisdom and stature;" and an 



On the Athanasian Creed. 85 

increase in wisdom implies a human intelli- 
gence, capable of growth and expansion. And 
if, indeed, our Lord did not condescend to 
become partaker of human affections, what 
becomes of that most precious of all precious 
doctrines — His sympathy with us in our trials, 
as it is written, "We have not an High 
Priest which cannot be touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities ; but was in all 
points tempted like as we are, yet without 
sin"? So curious a question having been 
raised, and so precious a part of Divine 
Truth having been impugned, what was the 
Church and Spouse of Christ, set in the earth 
to maintain the Faith inviolate, to do ? Was 
she to give Apollinaris the rein, and let him 
say his say, on the principle that truth will 
prevail in the long run, and that heresy will 
die out, if people will only let it alone ? Such 
might have been the policy of the nineteenth 
century ; but assuredly it was not the policy 
of the fourth. The Church, as she loved her 
Lord, and lived in daily experience of His 
love, must protest against and utterly re- 
pudiate this new-fangled dogma, which made 
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His sympathy a non-entity and a dehisioii. 
After several censures of the doctrine of 
Apollinaris in minor synods, the Bish^is of 
•tfie whole Christian world (then happily united) 
met at Constantinople, A.D. 381, and their 
deliberations resulted in the formal con- 
demnation of the thesis of Apollinaris as a 
heresy, and in the adoption of this, or some- 
thing similar, as the orthodox phraseology 
081 the point in question ; ** Perfect God and 
perfect man, of a reasonable soul and human 
flesh subsisting." The words were full of 
significance and life, when they were first 
added to the Church's Creed. Are they not 
full, even now, when we take them in con- 
nexion with their occasion, of precious truth 
and comfort } You see that they are simply 
the enunciation in a scientific or technical 
form of the Blessed Saviour's true sympathy. 
For if you cut away the human soul from 
Christ, you cut away with it the human 
^mpathy. 

Time forbids me to ent«* into further par- 
ticulars ; but every statement of the Creed, 
however abstruse and finespun it may now 
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sound, yet had a real occasion in the exigen- 
cies of the Church, and a substantial meaning. 
Each of them is an expansion in scientific 
phraseology of some grand truth, which Scrip- 
ture announces compendiously and broadly, — 
and an expansion, by no means framed with 
the view of dogmatizing, but forced upon the 
Church by the appearance of a dangerous error, 
which she was compelled to anathematize. 
What, for example, can be a more dangerous 
error, than to deny the Divinity of our Blessed 
Lord } Would there be any thing harsh and 
uncharitable in the solemn declaration that, 
"except a man believed faithfully" in the 
Divinity of His Saviour, he could not be 
saved } But then the proposition " Christ is 
God," or, Christ is a Divine Person, involves, 
when you come to exercise the mind upon it, 
a great many others. For example: God 
never had a beginning ; from everlasting to 
everlasting He is God. Therefore Christ can 
have had no beginning ; there never can have 
been a time when our Lord did not exist. 
Now, if a teacher should rise up (as Arius did) 
to say, " Nay ; I hold that Christ had a be- 
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ginning, that there was a time when He was 
not, though I fully admit that His existence 
was prior, not only to Abraham (as He Him- 
self says), but to that of any other creature ;" 
— as this is equivalent to denying His perfect 
Godhead, and with His perfect Godhead His 
omnipotence, omniscience, and so forth, and 
as the denial of His Godhead is an insult 
offered to her Lord, the Church must rise 
up and protest, and enunciate this (or the 
equivalent) as the orthodox doctrine ; ^^ Perfect 
God ;" " Equal to the Father, as touching 
His Godhead ;" " So likewise the Father is 
eternal, the Son eternal." 

And this, as a portion of the orthodox 
doctrine on a fundamental point, she must 
enunciate under the penalty of condemnation 
to those who reject it, echoing herein her 
Master's own words, *' He that believeth not 
shall be damned." 

Yet let it not be thought that in this 
threatened penalty upon unbelief, the Church 
does any thing else than announce the general 
principles of her Master's legislation. The 
Church has nothing whatever to do with 
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judging an individual ; she is simply a pro- 
claimer of the truth of God, When she says, 
" He that believeth not shall be damned," she 
says it because these are the terms of salva- 
tion which her Master has put into her mouth> 
not as sealing the doom, or in any way pro- 
nouncing upon the state of particular persons, 
who may reject her testimony. Take the 
parallel case of duty. Suppose a drunkard 
brought under the notice of a minister of 
God's Word, who in that particular parish 
represents the Church of Christ What must 
the minister say to him ? Lest the blood of 
that drunkard should be upon his head, he 
must say just what God's Word says, neither 
more nor less ; — " Be not deceived . . . drunk- 
ards shall not inherit the kingdom of God" . , . 
" The works of the flesh are . . . drunkenness, 
revellings, and such like ; of the which I tell 
you before, as I have also told you in time 
past, that they which do such things shall not 
inherit the kingdom of God." But this does 
not in the least imply that, in the event of 
that particular drunkard's death, the minister 
must not hope and believe the best for him. 
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None but God can be a judge of the con- 
science ; and we may be absolutely certain 
that, when He does judge the secrets of our 
<:onsciences, His judgment will be as merciful 
as it is just. I can readily conceive that this 
poor man may have fallen into the criminal 
habit of drunkenness from never having the 
duty of temperance properly set before him, 
or from some morbid physical craving, or that 
his cares and troubles drove him to it as a 
means of forgetfulness, and that at last his 
excesses were more constitutional than volun- 
tary, or a hundred other things, which it 
would be necessary to take into account in 
adjudicating fairly upon an individual But 
in adjudicating upon individuals, neither the 
Church nor any minister of the Church has 
the smallest concern whatsoever. The Church 
has simply to announce the terms of salva- 
tion as broadly and unequivocally as Holy 
Scripture announces them, and to leave to 
One, who is infinitely more merciful and wiser 
than man, the adjustment of individual cases 
on the basis of those terms. In short, the 
Church is not a Jjidge at all; but only a 
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tnaintainer and expositor of the law. Wdl ; 
what holds good in respect of duty, holds 
good in respect of faith also. The Scripture 
says, " He that believeth not shall be damned," 
as unequivocally as it says, "The drunkard 
shall not inherit the kingdom of God." The 
Church is bound to echo the first testimony 
just as distinctly as she echoes the second, — 
more bound in some respects, because the 
obligation to a sound belief lies at the root of 
all other obligations. But the faithful echoing 
of the testimony is a totally distinct thing 
from passing judgment upon the case of in- 
dividuals who may pass out of life in a state 
of unbelief or misbelief. Can it be credited 
that a God of love will ultimately condemn 
all those who do not believe in Christ, simply 
because they have never heard of Him? or 
even all those who, although they may have 
heard of Him, have never had the Gospel 
testimony fairly and fully brought under their 
notice } Can it be credited that in dealing 
with individuals no allowances will be made 
for such things as defective education, eccen- 
tricity of mind, and other faults not moral ? 
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I for one cannot credit it ; it subverts all my 
notions of the " mercy rejoicing against judg- 
ment " which we are taught to think will pre- 
side at the last great assize. But I can see 
very clearly that in the delivery of my mes- 
sage as a minister of Christ and representa- 
tive of the Church, I have nothing whatever 
to do with these allowances, and that the 
terms of salvation are to be announced by me 
simply as they fell from the Master's lips ; 
" He that believeth not shall be damned." 

II. And now I turn to the exceptions taken 
against the Athanasian Creed from its arro- 
gantly dogmatic, and what I have called its 
angular character. I hope I have shown 
sufficiently that arrogantly or wantonly dog- 
matic it is not; no single dogma was pro- 
pounded before some nascent heresy made it 
necessary that the Church should be explicit 
on the point raised by it. But this does not 
go to the root of the objection. In these 
scientific definitions of faith there is some- 
thing dry and unattractive — ^singularly unlike 
the fresh and living statements of doctrine 
which are found in the Holy Scriptures. But 
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surely (independently of the absolute neces- 
sity of dogmatic statements, on which I shall 
dwell further in the following Sermon) there 
is a way of looking at these definitions, which 
may equally interest the mind and edify the 
heart. Look at them in the occasions which 
gave rise to them, of which we have supplied 
you with one or two instances. Let those 
who are jealous of the honour of their Lord 
imagine that in their own days His honour 
had been impeached ; — that the effect of some 
new-fangled teaching was felt to be, to put 
Him out of the range either of our adoration or 
of our sympathy. But did I say " imagine " t 
Alas ! the present circumstances of the Church 
furnish an instance of what I ask you to 
" imagine." It is not very long ago since good 
Christians in this country felt indignant with the 
suggestion that addresses to Christ in prayers 
or hymns ought to be sparingly used ; the sug- 
gestion, — made, as many other such sugges- 
tions have been made, — by an heretical and 
excommunicated Bishop, was felt as a slur upon 
Christ's Divinity, and a score of letters were 
written'to prove (what indeed needs no proof) 
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that the Book of Common Prayer is frequent 
and explicit in its addresses to Him. Well ; 
in this old Creed you find the precise doc- 
trinal statement which, by anticipation, meets 
and crushes the error — "Equal to the Father 
as touching His Godhead ;" " Of glory equal, 
of majesty co-eternal." Why, this is just what 
you are longing to avow respecting your 
Lord ; for if indeed He be equal to the 
Father as touching His Godhead, this equality 
must perforce carry with it the propriety of 
as many addresses of prayer and praise as you 
please to utter. All day long you may be 
from time to time invoking the Blessed Jesus, 
and feeling that He is at your side, because, 
as God, He is omnipresent, and, as God, " to 
Him all flesh shall come." And this precious 
truth of His perfect Divinity, the glory and 
boast of His Church, is not only interesting to 
ourselves in these sad times of decaying faith 
and prevailing error ; but it took such hold 
upon holy men in better days, martyrs were 
so warmed and kindled by their enthusiasm 
for it, that, in avowing it, they heroically laid 
down their lives. Yes ! our Creeds and Con^ 
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fessions are sealed by the blood of thousands, 
"of whom the world was not worthy." Let 
us look upon their dogmatic statements as so 
many fibres whereby the great root of our 
faith is grappled into the soil of our hearts. 
If you cut one of these venerable fibres, which 
time has thrown out, you would hazard the 
vitality of the root, if you would not certainly 
and instantly destroy it. Strive then, in re- 
citing these venerable formularies, to .catch 
something of the spirit of triumph and holy 
exultation in your faith, with which martyrs 
went to the stake for it. To many, the Atha- 
nasian Creed seems to be only a list of scho- 
lastic theses ; but the Christian who considers 
its origin, and the attestation which it has 
received from great theologians, great con- 
fessors, great martyrs, will rather regard it as 
an anthem of praise. Strive so to regard it, 
brethren. It is an observable fact, in con- 
nexion with the view taken of the Creeds by 
our Reformers, that whereas other parts of our 
service are directed to be said or sung, the 
Apostle^s Creed at morning prayer, the Nicene 
Creed in the Communion service, and the. 
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Athanasian Creed, are all directed to be 
"sung or said," as if here singing were to 
have the preference. Whether or not this 
was an accident, it most admirably expresses 
the spirit, in which all the Creeds should be 
recited — a jubilant exultant spirit, kindled 
by the thought of the glorious Faith to which 
we are giving in our adhesion. Be this your 
spirit in the future in reciting them. The 
Athanasian Creed will necessarily be repul- 
sive to you, while you regard it as a series of 
stern and abstruse dogmas. But take another 
view of it, more true to history and to the 
Church's experience in time past. Think of 
the gloriousness of that Faith, which recognizes 
each Person of the Blessed Trinity as en- 
gaged in the salvation of man, the Father as 
providing redemption, the Son as procuring, 
the Holy Ghost as applying it — that Faith, 
whose cornerstone is the Incarnation, or the 
union of God with man in the Person of the 
Son. In a faith so founded we may surmount 
any difficulties, and achieve a victory over our 
most formidable foes — sin and Satan, death 
and hell. If He took our nature upon Him, 
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if He tabernacles in our hearts, God is for us ; 
and if God be for us, who can be against us ? 
Before such a faith, if it do but find entry into 
our inmost souls, every foe must capitulate, 
every obstacle vanish, as the walls of Jericho 
fell down flat when the ark of God was 
carried round them. Therefore, as the priests 
sounded their trumpets, and the people shouted 
for joy while escorting the ark, so will we in 
our profession of this Faith exult and triumph, 
and make a joyful noise unto the Lord our 
God. 
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SERMON IV. 

^^ It was needful for me to , , . . exhort you that ye 
should earnestly contend for the faith which was 
once delivered unto the saints.^^ — ^Jude, part of ver. 3. 

IN my former Sermon on this text I endea- 
voured to remove the leading objections 
alleged against the Athanasian Creed. In the 
present discourse I propose to go a step 
beyond this. It is easy to conceive that a 
formulary of the Church might be harmless, 
— might give no just ground for exceptions 
against it, — which yet might not be positively 
advantageous, nor make much for edification. 
My observations on the present occasion, then, 
will be directed to show the practical value of 
the Athanasian Creed, and the use and pro- 
priety of retaining it. 
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L First I would say, that its explanatory 
and illustrative character is a very valuable 
feature of it. It is not enough considered 
that this Creed, while of course it does not 
deprive the doctrines of Christianity of their 
mysteriousness, clears them up, so far as they 
can be cleared up, by suitable definitions. In 
order to see this, let us suppose for a moment 
that our only informants on the doctrine of 
the Trinity were the Holy Scriptures, and the 
two other Creeds. The Holy Scriptures never 
lay down the doctrine of the Trinity in any 
formal dogmatic statement ; they leave it to 
be collected from various passages occurring 
in different parts of the Bible. And if left to 
themselves to collect it, ordinary minds would 
feel the greatest perplexity, and earnestly 
desire some guidance. We should find in our 
Bibles a certain number of passages stating 
very distinctly that there is but one God ; and 
another set of passages, stating with equal 
distinctness and emphasis that our Lord is 
God. And then from the whole of the Gospel 
narrative it would appear that our Lord was 
constantly speaking of and praying to some 
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Being, whom He called His Father, who 
therefore must have been, common sense tells 
us, a different Being from Himself Now 
leave a man alone with those Scriptural state- 
ments ; and judge what he would make of 
them for himself I believe that while he 
might still hold firmly to the inspiration and 
Divine authority of Holy Scripture, he would 
be simply puzzled — puzzled, I mean, not by 
being required to receive that which is highly 
mysterious (this is a puzzle to which -:. all 
believers must have to submit), but puzzled 
for want of some definite statement which 
might reduce the various notices of Scripture 
into order and consistency. While quite ready 
to accept a proposition involving great mys- 
teries, if it came to him on the authority of 
the Bible, he would not know what proposi- 
tion God required him to accept. The 
pieces of the doctrine of the Trinity are 
found beyond doubt in Scripture; but to 
fit them into one another in one consistent 
scheme, so as to make a whole, would surely 
involve any single mind in the utmost per- 
plexity. 
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Nor would he derive very much aid (at all 
events not so much as he wanted) from the 
Apostles* and Nicene Creeds. The latter, 
indeed, teaches him, in its opening clause, to 
" believe in one God," and, in its second para- 
graph, declares that the " one Lord Jesus 
Christ is God of God, very God of very 
God," and, in its third, that the Holy Ghost 
together with the Father and the Son, is wor- 
shipped and glorified. This is a much nearer 
approach to a systematic and coherent view 
of the doctrine than was made by the Apos- 
tles' Creed. But still to this systematic and 
coherent view there is something wanting. 
And this something wanting is supplied by 
the Athanasian Creed. It defines clearly the 
propositions which we are to receive on the 
subject, and thus helps us, not indeed to dive 
into the mystery, but to understand exactly 
what God would have us believe. It says 
that there are three Persons in the Divine 
Essence, who stand in certain specified rela- 
tions to one another, and whose attributes are 
all equally divine, but who together constitute 
only one God. Could you express it more 
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lucidly in a definition of your own ? It has 
been objected that Scripture does not employ 
the word " Person " in speaking of the God- 
head (an untrue assertion, by the way ; for 
the original Greek of the New Testament has 
the very word in the text ; " God hath shined 
in our hearts to give the light of the know- 
ledge of the glory of God in the Person of 
Jesus Christ ") ; but even if it were so, what 
of that ? In representing Christ as speaking 
of, praying to, going to the Father, and as 
promising to send and sending the Holy 
Ghost, the Scripture implies, to any plain and 
unsophisticated mind, that Christ, and the 
Father, and the Holy Ghost, are different 
Persons. We need not enter into any meta- 
physical definition of personality, to see this. 
If I am going to reside with a great king at 
his court, and promise to send to the friends 
whom I leave behind a messenger to represent 
me, — I and the king and the messenger are, 
.to common apprehensions, distinct persons. 
And yet Christ and the Spirit are both 
spoken of in the Holy Scriptures as God, and 
are associated with the Father, as equally 
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with Him partakers of the Divine Name, in 
the solemn and mysterious formulary of Bap- 
tism. Perhaps you will say, ** After all, the 
Creed only states the mystery, it does not ex- 
plain how these things can be." Of course it 
does not. Nobody can understand the "how" 
of this most profound subject. The nature of 
God must be for ever far more of an enigma 
to us than our own nature is to the creatures 
below us in the scale of creation. We can 
only acquiesce in the statements of God's 
Word on the subject. But then it is some- 
thing to have these statements clearly laid 
before us in a definite shape, — ^to have our 
belief formulated, so as that we may know 
exactly what we believe. 

Bear in mind too — (what I have pointed out 
previously) — that this formulation of the faith 
— these various and precise definitions — ^were 
none of them framed before the occasion 
demanded them. They were not originally 
invented by the Church, — it was by Divine 
Providence that she was led, nay forced, to 
make them, in order to protect that sacred 
deposit of truth of which she was the ap- 
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pointed guardian. This is a peculiarly im- 
portant point ; and I pray you to weigh it 
well. There is a Providence in each of these 
articles of the Creed ; and, though they are 
of human construction, yet man was led to 
construct them by God's hand. Not until 
Sabellius rose up, at the beginning of the 
third century, and declared that there was 
but one Person in God, and that what are 
called three Persons are not persons in the 
ordinary sense, but three characters or as- 
pects, under which the same great Being had 
manifested Himself, did the Church awake 
to the necessity of holding such language as 
this ; " The Catholic Faith is this ; that we 
worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity in 
Unity, not confounding the Persons^ To say 
or to imply that it was the Father who 
suffered for us on the cross, when Christ 
upon the cross exclaimed, " Father, into Thy 
hands I commend My spirit," is grossly con- 
trary to Holy Scripture. But before some 
one arose to make this contradictory asser- 
tion, the Church said nothing at all on the 
subject. 
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.But this Creed not only explains to us 
clearly and defiaitely what the Faith is, but 
also in one particular point — the most funda- 
mental point of all — advances an illustration. 
The illustration is this (and we ought to feel 
grateful for it) ; " For as the reasonable soul 
and flesh is one man, so God and man is one 
Christ." The mystery of the Holy Incarna- 
tion, or, in other words, the manifestation of 
God in the flesh, is the great corner-stone of 
our faith. Christianity there is none, without 
the admission of this cardinal truth. But the 
Incarnation itself is a miracle, which staggers 
the reason beyond any other which Scripture 
has recorded. God united indissolubly to 
human nature — to a human soul and a human 
body, — but "how can this thing be.?" We 
cannot say how it can be, though we avow 
with all boldness, on the authority of God's 
Word, that so it is. But it may at least serve 
to alleviate the difficulty in some measure, 
if we find in God's world, nay, in our own 
selves, instances of a combination equally per- 
plexing to the reason. In each one of us "the 
reasonable soul and flesh " is, beyond all ques- 
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tion, one man. But what an amazing mystery 
is here ! Can you offer the smallest solution 
of it ? Here is a Newton, or a Shakspere, 
or a Milton — an intellect so vast in its grasp 
that it can measure the distance from star to 
star, and find out the laws which regulate the 
movements of the heavenly bodies ; — genius 
so penetrating into the secrets of human 
character, that it can present to us personages 
high and low, royal and rude, learned and 
ignorant, drawn exactly to the life and with- 
out the smallest touch of exaggeration ; — an 
imagination so gorgeous that it can conceive 
the wars of Archangels, the councils of heaven 
and hell, in short, compose a drama whose 
actors are unearthly, while yet they have in 
his sketches of them a wondrous verisimilitude 
— this intellect, this genius, this imagination, 
linked by some subtle affinity which we call 
life (but, in so calling it, do not reduce the 
proportions of the mystery) to a poor, coarse 
tabernacle of clay, subject to the most humi- 
liating necessities, exposed to the inroads of 
sickness and old age, and which never con- 
tinueth in one stay, inasmuch as its particles 
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are in a ceaseless flux, — ^what a mystery of 
mysteries is this combination ! How are 
things of such a totally different order as soul 
and body, intellect and flesh, genius and clay, 
imagination and animal propensions, kneaded 
together in so intimate an union, that both 
form but one Newton, one Shakspere, one 
Milton ? It is an insoluble mystery, though 
of the fact there can be no doubt ; and we 
must even lay our hand upon our mouth, and 
lay our mouth in the dust, and say with the 
Psalmist, "Such knowledge is too wonderful 
and excellent for me : I cannot attain unto 
it" But then the fundamental doctrine of 
our Faith is a mystery analogous to this, and 
which is capable of being illustrated by this. 
It too presents to us the strange combination 
of two natures, — a higher and a lower, — the 
nature of God and the nature of man, in One 
Person, Christ If this combination is entirely 
baffling to our reason, and if the sceptic 
sneers at us for entertaining the idea of it on 
faith and on the authority of Revelation, we 
may always turn round on the sceptic, and 
ask him whether there is not an analogous 
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truth, which he must receive, but which he 
can as little explain or understand as we can 
the Incarnation, — the vital union between 
" the reasonable soul and flesh " in one man. 
And for this valuable illustration of the 
mystery, we are indebted to the Athanasian 
Creed. 

II. The second point of practical value in 
the Athanasian Creed is the constant protest^ 
which it serves to maintain among us, in favour 
of dogma and dogmatic truth. The value of such 
a protest at the present period of the Church's 
history is beyond all calculation. Dogma 
means a definite statement of doctrine ; and 
without such definite statements, there is no 
basis for duty. Dogmas are the foundation 
of all religion ; the rudiments of the art of 
godly living ; the skeleton or bone framework 
underlying the warm flesh and blood of 
Christian practice. The foundations of a 
house may be dark and deep ; the rudiments 
of a science may be dull and unattractive ; the 
skeleton of a body may be dry and unsightly ; 
but the foundation is the secret of the house's 
stability ; the rudiments are the only intro- 
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duction to sound knowledge ; and without the 
bones to minister support to it, the body 
would collapse. — But all important as doc- 
trinal statements are, essential as they are to 
the vitality of our religion, the fashion of the 
present day is to thrust them away, and to 
substitute for them pleasing sentiments, and 
sketchy, hazy, indefinite " views." And this 
is remarkably the case as regards one of the 
subjects of the Athanasian Creed — the Person 
of our Lord Jesus .Christ. Our Creed tells us 
— drily and angularly, if you please, but still 
very definitely — that Christ was " perfect 
God," and (as God) "Uncreate" "Incompre- 
hensible," "Eternal," "Almighty," "Lord." 
It also tells us with equal explicitness that 
He is "perfect man," — that He was made (as 
we all are) "of the substance of His mother," 
and that He had "a reasonable soul," like 
ourselves. These statements form a solid 
basis for our duty to Christ, for every suitable 
sentiment and action in reference to Him. If 
He is perfect God, we must pray to Him, 
adore Him, implicitly trust in Him, implicitly 
obey Him. If He is perfect man, we may 
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count with assurance on His sympathy in all 
trials, physical and mental, and look to be 
raised up, through our union with His 
stainless and pure Humanity, into a partici- 
pation of the Divine nature, and a close and 
soul-ennobling communion with God. But 
alas ! the turn taken by modem Theology 
has been to obliterate as much as possible, or 
at all events to hide, these old and safe defini- 
tions, and to replace them by a picture of 
Christ, representing Him .to the eye of the 
fancy as He was seen by the men of His 
generation. A French author and an English 
author have recently tried their hands at this 
sort of delineation ; and had their books been 
merely the offspring of a private and eccentric 
fancy, they might be left unnoticed. But they 
are clearly the expression of a vicious habit of 
thought on religious subjects, which is abroad 
in the moral atmosphere just now, and which 
infects more or less the whole of our modern 
Theology. The authors begin by repudiating 
altogether the Catholic faith, or, in other words, 
the consensus of Universal Christendom for 
eighteen hundred years, on the subject of 
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Christ's Person. All those rudiments of belief 
which Christian mothers, from the days of Lois 
and Eunice, have instilled ; which Christian 
Bishops and Pastors have taught from the 
days of St. Peter and St Paul ; which Chris- 
tian martyrs have confessed and shed their 
blood for, from the days of St. Stephen and 
St. James the Greater, — are to go for nothing 
with these new and enlightened teachers ; it 
is essential to an unprejudiced view of the 
subject, that their minds should be a tabula 
rasa, absolutely free from all prepossessions ; 
they will depict a new Christ for us, one alto- 
gether lifelike and real, by the exercise partly 
of their imagination, partly of what they call 
their critical faculty. But the imagination 
clearly dominates in the process. For when 
the critical faculty discovers some awkward 
fact in the Gospels, which does not accord 
with their view of Christ, the fact is at once 
discarded as spurious, or inserted by a later 
hand, — this method of writing Biography 
strongly reminding one of the answer once 
given by a theorist to a practical man, who 
assured him from experience that all the facts 
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were against his theory : " Then so much the 
worse for the facts." But even supposing 
that these new Biographers of our Lord 
succeeded in conveying to us the impression 
which He created on the men of His genera- 
tion, of what value would such a picture be to 
us in a moral or religious point of view ? 
It might be interesting to our curiosity ; but 
would it be edifying to the heart ? We do 
not want to know Christ "after the flesh/' 
encircled with human relationships and earthly 
ties. We want to know more of Him in His 
relation to universal humanity, and specially 
in His relation to ourselves, — more of Him as 
our Saviour, our sympathizing Friend, our all- 
sufficient God, our future Judge, our Eternal 
Portion. A man who paints a picture of Him 
may make Him LOOK real ; ah ! but what I 
want is, that He should BECOME real to me, 
which can never be by my imagination, which 
can only be by my faith. And therefore in 
days when people are morbidly craving for 
the realization of Christ by the imagination, I 
think that any thing, which enters a protest 
in favour of realizing Him by faith, is pecur 




On the Athanasian Creed. 113 

liarly valuable. And I love and prize these 
old dogmas of the Athanasian Creed, because 
they emphatically enter such a protest. What 
I want is not pleasing and poetical sentiments 
respecting Christ, but so clear and lucid a 
perception of His true character, and relations 
to me, as shall lay broad and deep the founda- 
tions of piety in my soul. And nowhere do I 
find a statement of this character and rela- 
tions so terse, full, and exhaustive as this : 
"God, of the Substance of the Father, be- 
gotten before the worlds : and Man, of the 
Substance of His Mother, born in the world ; 
perfect God, and perfect Man : of a reasonable 
soul and human flesh subsisting ; equal to the 
Father, as touching His Godhead , and in- 
ferior to the Father, as touching His Man- 
hood." Value the Athanasian Creed for the 
very feature which makes it so uncongenial 
to the tastes, while it is so suitable to the exi- 
gencies, of the day, — its intensely dogmatic 
character. 

HI. The third and last point of practical 
value which I shall notice in this Creed, is 
that, in directing our faith towards the Person 
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of Christy ratlier than towards His Tvork, it 
gives to it a right and Scriptural direction. 
Greatly to our detriment, our modern Theology 
has, if I may so express it, changed the point 
of sight in the landscape of faith ; and you 
cannot change the point of sight in a land- 
scape without altering the whole perspective. 
What is the Scriptural point of sight, towards 
which the Scripture every where makes our 
faith converge ? The answer beyond a doubt 
is, " Christ's Person." " Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved." " He 
that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life : 
and he that believeth not the Son shall not 
see life ; but the wrath of God abideth on 
him." " He that believeth on Him is not 
condemned : but he that believeth not is con- 
demned already, because he hath not believed 
in the Name of the only begotten Son of 
God." "Every spirit that confesseth that 
Jesus Christ is come in the flesh" (that is, 
that Jesus Christ is Divine and human : for to 
confess that a mere man was come in the 
flesh would of course be a truism ; if he 
appears in the world as a man, it is self-evi- 
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dent that he has come in the flesh) "is of God : 
and every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus 
Christ is come in the flesh is not of God : and 
this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have 
heard that it should come ; and even now 
already is it in the world." 

Now in the Creed before us you have the 
doctrine of Christ's Person most ably and 
fully drawn out. His Divinity and co-equality 
with the Father ; His humanity, derived from 
His mother ; the component elements of that 
humanity, "a reasonable soul and human flesh;" 
His inferiority to the Father as touching His 
humanity; the distinctness of the Godhead 
and manhood, while held in combination, just 
as mind is always a distinct thing from body, 
and has distinct operations from it ; all these 
details, if I may so call them, of our Blessed 
Lord's Person are brought out fully into the 
consciousness of the Church by the definitions 
of this Creed. But a great deal of our modern 
Theology substitutes the work of Christ for 
the Person of Christ as the object of our faith. 
Modern divines, instead of bidding you simply 
believe in God Incarnate, as Christ Himself 

I % 
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did, and as the Apostles did, too often bid you 
believe that Christ has washed away your sins, 
that His righteousness is through faith im- 
puted to you, that He has won, by His obe- 
dience unto death, your acceptance with the 
Father, and so forth. / am not saying that 
these propositions are false ; but that the in- 
sisting on them so exclusively is an alteration 
of the perspective of the doctrinal picture, — that 
it is not presenting Christ in the Scriptural 
method. And by this alteration of the per- 
spective much is lost, while nothing is gained. 
Much is lost ; for what a loss it is to have the 
mind's eye diverted from the Saviour's Person 
even for an instant, to something which He did 
for us, or which He is ready to do ! If our 
Lord were a mere man, who had wrought for the 
human race some great deliverance, it might 
be otherwise. Very often it will happen that 
the achievement of a human hero is the bright- 
est and happiest part of him ; that his exploit 
embodies his most illustrious qualities ; that 
he is not so great or so wise behind the 
scenes. But, on the other hand, the Person 
of the Lord Jesus is so full of marvel, of 
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mystery, of grace, of condescension, and love, 
that it outshines any part of His work, great 
and precious as that is. Glorious in the world 
of nature is the sun, when, shining upon the 
raindrops or the dewdrops, he displays all the 
fair colours which are wrapped up in his light. 
Still more glorious, in the world of grace, is 
the Sun of Righteousness, when He manifests 
all the perfections of the Godhead in the 
crystal drops of a sinless humanity, and so 
reduces God as it were to our compass, and 
makes Him level to the apprehensions and 
sympathies of men. But possibly you think, 
that, in contemplating the Person of our Lord, 
you are in danger of losing the comfort, which 
flows in upon the heart from the contempla- 
tion of His work. To me it seems the very 
reverse. The Person of Christ, rightly under- 
stood, seems to me to carry with it His work, 
in every consolatory and strengthening aspect 
of it. If I indeed recognize Him to be "perfect 
God," I cannot wonder that death and hell 
and the devil should reel before Him, and be 
put utterly to the rout, when He appears on 
the field ; I cannot wonder that He should 
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come back from the sepulchre in triumph, 
wielding the resurrection banner, and throwing 
open the Kingdom of Heaven to all believers ; 
I cannot wonder that His Atonement has an 
infinite and mysterious value, infinite and 
mysterious as is the Godhead of Him who 
wrought it ; — my wonder would be, if the case 
were otherwise. And again ; if I indeed re- 
cognize Him as " perfect'* and sinless ** man," 
*' come in the flesh " out of compassion to, and 
for the restoration of, the human family, this 
involves His being full of all holy and tender 
sensibilities (as a sinful creature never could 
be), and ensures for me, however degraded by 
my corrupt nature and my actual sins, a ready 
access to Him, and an overflowing sympathy. 
Whereas, when I contemplate His mere work, 
independently of His Divine-human Person, 
when I look at what He DID in separation 
from what He IS, — the gigantic proportions of 
the work seem to dwindle down ; it seems to 
terminate upon itself ; and the power, and wis- 
dom, and love shown in it seem to have limits. 
Be thankful for this Creed, then, which 
places the Saviour in a point of view so 



On the Athanasian Creed, 119 

Scriptural, and directs faith straightforward 
to His Person as its great satisfying object 
Rest in nothing short of faith in His Person^ 
as the very sinew of all spiritual life. Pray 
for this faith with earnestness and perseve- 
rance. Wait upon God for it in the way of 
His commandments. And as one great 
means of obtaining it, contemplate (I do not 
say speculate upon ; — to speculate indicates that 
we are in search of a conclusion ; but contem- 
plation is of some admitted truth) — contem- 
plate the mystery of godliness, "God manifest 
in the flesh." Fasten the mind's eye upon the 
Person of Christ, as revealed in the Scriptures, 
as confessed in the Creeds. They say that 
wild creatures in Polar latitudes become white, 
from having ever before their eyes the pure 
expanse of virgin snow. Moses's countenance 
borrowed a lustre from his contemplation of 
the Divine glory in the Mount. And we too, 
in contemplating mentally the Saviour's Per- 
son, shall undergo a spiritual transfiguration. 
We shall be " changed into the same image, 
from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of 
the Lord." 
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By the Author of "The Last Sleep of the Christian Child.'' 
Square i6mo. \s, dd. With Key, is. 

The Key may also be had separately, (ni. 
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Tke Sacraments and Sacramental Or- 

dinances of the Church ; being a Plain Exposition of their 
History, Meaning, and Effects. 
By John Henry Blunt, M. A. 

Small 8vo. 4r. dd. 

Yesterday, To-day, and For Ever: a 

Poem in Twelve Books. 

By Edward Henry Biokersteih; M.A., Incumbent of Christ 
Church, Hampstead, and Chaplain to the Bishop of Ripon. 
Second and Cheaper Edition, Small 8vo. dr. 

The Gate of Paradise: a Dream of 

Easter Eve. With Frontispiece. 

Square crown 8vo. dd. 

Queen Bertha and her Times. 

By E. H. Hudson. 

Small Svo. 5^-. 

Sermons preached before the University 

of Oxford, chiefly during the years 1863— 1865. 

By Henry Parry Liddon, M.A., Student of Christ Church, 
Prebendary of Salisbury, Examining Chaplain to the Lord 
Bishop of Salisbury, and lately Select Preacher. 

Second Edition, Svo. 8^. 

The Annual Register: a Review of 

Public Events at Home and Abroad, for the Year 1867 ; being 
the Fifth Volume of an improved Series. 

Svo. iSs. 

*#* The Volumes for 1S63, 1S64, 1865, and 1866 may be had ^ 

price iSx. each. 
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TAe Holy Bible. 

with Notes and Introductions. 
By Clir. Wordsworth, D.D., Archdeacon of Westminster. 

£> J. *^' 
r I. Genesis and Exodus. Second Edit i i o 

VoL I. 38J. < II. Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy. 

(. Second Edition o i8 O 

f III. Joshua, Judges, Ruth. Second Edit, o 12 O 

VoL II. 21J. -^ IV. The Books of Samuel ^^r^«^i5^/y. o 10 o 

r V. The Books of Kings, Chronicles, 

Vol.111. 21^*.^ Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther. Second 

(. Edition i i O 

r VI. The Book of Job. Second Edition. 090 

Vol IV TAs ) ^^^' '^^^ Book of Psalms. Second Edit. 0150 
* J VIII. Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of 
L Solomon o 12 o 



T/^e Greek Testament. 

With Notes and Introductions. 
By Chr. Wordsworth, D.D., Archdeacon of Westminster. 
2 Vols. Impl. 8vo. 4/. 

The Parts may be had separately, as follows : — 

The Gospels, dth Edition, ^\s. 

The Acts, ^th Edition, 10s. 6d. 

St. Paul's Epistles, 5/// Edition, ^is. 6d. 

General Epistles, Revelation, and Indexes, ^rd Edition, 21J. 

The Acts of the Deacons ; being a 

Course of Lectures, Critical and Practical, upon the Notices 
of St. Stephen and St. Philip the Evangelist, contained in the 
Acts of the Apostles. 
By Edward Meyrick Goulbnrn, D.D., Dean of Norwich. 
Second Edition. Small 8vo. 6^*. 
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Sermons for Children ; being Twenty- 

eight short Readings, addressed to the Children of St. Mar- 
garet's Home, East Grinstead. 

By the late Rev. J. M. Neale, D.D., Warden of Sackvillc 
College. 

Small 8vo. 3J. 



Otir Lord yesus Christ Teaching on 

the Lake of Gennesaret : Six Discourses suitable for Family 

Reading. 

By Charles Baker, M.A., Oxon, Vicar of Appleshaw, 

I lants. 

Small 8vo. is. Gd. 



Thomas ct Kempis, Of the hnitation of 

Christ : a carefully revised translation, elegantly printed with 
red borders. 

i6mo. 25. 6d. 

Also a cheap Edition^ ivithout the red borders, is. , or in JVrappcr, €d. 



Thoughts on Men and Things : a Series 

of Essays. 
By Angelina Gnehington. 

Second Edition. Crown 8vo. y. dd. 



The Elect r a of Sophocles. 

With English Notes by E.C.Jebb, M.A., Fellow and Assistant 
Tutor of Trinity College, Cambridge. 

Crown 8vo. jx. 6</. 
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The Acharnians and the Knights of 

Aristophanes. 

With English Notes by W. C. Green, M. A.', late Fellow of 
King's College, Cambridge ; Classical Lecturer of Queens* Col- 
lege. 

Crown 8vo, 4^'. 



Thirteen Satires o/yuvenal. 

With Notes and Introduction by O. A. Simcoz, M.A., 
Fellow and Lecturer of Queen's College, Oxford. 

Cro^^'n 8vo. y. (ki. 

The Ajax of Sophocles. 

With English Notes by E. C. Jebb, M.A., Fellow and 
Assistant Tutor of Trinity College, Cambridge. 

Crown 8vo. 3J. 6^. 



Thucydides. Books i and 2. 

Edited by CharleB Bigg, M.A., late Senior Student and 
Tutor of Christ Church, Oxford ; Second Classical Master of 
Cheltenham College. 

Crown 8vo. 6^. 

The IVitness of the Old Testament to 

Christ. The Boyle Lectures for the Year 1868. 

By the Rev. Stanley Leathes, M. A., Preacher at St. James', 
Westminster, and Professor of Hebrew in King's College, 
London. 

8vo. {In the Press, ) 
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The Greek Testament. 

With a Critically revised Text ; a Digest of Various Read- 
ings ; Marginal References to Verbal and Idiomatic Usage ; 
Prolegomena ; and a Critical and Exegetical Commentary. 
For the use of Theological Students and Ministers. By Henry 
Alford, D.D., Dean of Canterbury. 

4 Vols. 8vo. 1 02 J. 

The Volumes are sold separately as follows : — 
Vol. I, — The Four Gospels. Sixth Edition, 28j. {Just ready,) 
Vol.11. — Acts to II. Corinthians. Fifth Ediiion. 24J. 
Vol. III. — Galatians to Philemon. Fourth Edition, i&r. 
Vol. IV. — Hebrews to Revelation. Third Edition, 32J. 

The New Testament for English 

Readers ; containing the Authorized Version, with a revised 
English Text ; Marginal References ; and a Critical and 
Explanatory Commentary. By Henry Alford, D.D., Dean of 
Canterbur)'. 

Now complete in 3 Vols, or 4 Parts, price 54$-. dd. 

Separately, 

VoL I, Part I. — The three first Gospels, with a Map. Second 

Edition, lis. 
Vol. I, Part II. — St. John and the Acts. ioj. 6</. 

Vol. 2, Part I. The Epistles of St. Paul, with a Map. idr. 

Vol. 2, Part II. — Hebrews to Revelation. 8vo. i6j. 



The Greek Testament. 

With English Notes, intended for the Upper Forms of 
Schools, and for Pass-men at the Universities. Abridged from 
the larger work of the Sean of Canterbury. 

In one Volume, Crown Svo. {In the Press,) 
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Thoughts on Personal Religion ; being 

a Treatise on the Christian Life in its Two Chief Elements, 
Devotion and Practice. 
By Edward Heyrick Ooolbnm, D.D., Dean of Norwich. 
New Edition, Small 8vo. (ts. 6d. 
An edition for presentation, Tw^o Volumes, small 8vo. los, 6d. 

AlsOj a Cheap Edition, ^s, dd, 

nx Short Sermons onSin, Lent Lectures 

at S. Alban the Martyr, Holbom. 
By the Rev. Orhy Shipley, M. A. 

Fourth Edition. Small 8vo. u. 

The Last Words of Our Lord and 

Saviour Jesus Christ ; being a Course of Seven Sermons 

preached during Passion Week, 1867, in the Parish Church of 

St. Mary, Twickenham. 

By the Rev. E. 8. Cobbett, M.A., of Pembroke College, 

Oxford. 

Small 8vo. y. 

The Beatitudes of Our Blessed Lord, 

considered in Eight Practical Discourses. 

By the Rev. John Peat, M.A., of St Peter's College, Cam- 
bridge, Vicar of East Grinstead, Sussex. 

Small 8vo. 3^-. 6^^. 

^hort Devotional Forms, for Morning, 

Night, and Midnight, and for the Third, Sixth, Ninth hours, 
and Eventide, of each Day in the Week. Compiled and adapted 
from Bishop Andrewes, and other Sources. Arranged to meet 
the exigencies of a busy life. 

By Edward Mejrrick Goulbnm, D.D., Dean of Norwich. 
Third Edition, Square i6mo. \s. 6d. 



Xoittron, ^xlorlr, atOi Cambrttige 
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^ Christian View of Christian His- 

tory, from Apostolic to Mediaeval Times. 
By Jolin Henry Blnnt, M. A. 

Crown 8vo. ^s. 

Faith and Life : 

Readings for the greater Holy Days, and the Sundays fiom 
Advent to Trinity, Compiled from Ancient Writers. Witfc 
Notes on Eternal Judgment ; and Christ's Sacrifice. 

By William Bright, IM.A., Fellow and Tutor of University 
College, Oxford. 

Second Editioti, Small 8vo. 5 j. 

Parish Musings ; or, Devotional Poems, 

By John 8. B. Monsell, LL.D., Vicar of Egham, Surre\', 
and Rural Dean. 

Tenth Edition, i8mo, u., or, in limp cloth, ij. 6rfL 
A superior Edition may be /lady in small 8zv, 2j". 6</. 

Standing and Stumbling. 

Part I. — Seven Common Faults. 
Part II. — Your Duty and Mine. 
Part III.— Things Rarely Met With. 
By James Erasmus Fhilipps, M.A., Vicar of Warminster. 

Small 8vo. 2s. dd, 
( The Parts may be had separately , is. each, ) 

An Outline of Logic, 

for the use of Teachers and Students. 

By Francis Garden, M. A. Trinity College, Cambridge, Sub- 
Dean of Her Majesty's Chapels Royal ; Chaplain to the Ho1lS^ 
hold in St. James' Palace ; Professor of Mental and Moial 
Science, Queen's College, London. 

Small 8vo. 4r. 
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^ Fourth Series of Parochial Sermons ^ 

preached in a Village Church. 

By the Rev. Charles A. Heurtley, D.D., Rector of Fenny 
Compton, Warwickshire, Margaret Professor of Divinity, and 
Canon of Christ Church, Oxford. 

Small 8vo. $s. 6d. 



The Office of the Most Holy Name : 

Devotional Help for Young Persons. 
By the Editor of "The Churchman's Guide to Faith," &c. 

i8mo. 2 J. 6^. 



Popular Objections to the Book of 

Common Prayer considered, in Four Sermons on the Sunday 
Lessons in Lent, the Commination Service, and the Athaiuusian 
Creed, with a Preface on the existing Lectionary. 

By Edward He3rrick Goulburn, D.D., Dean of Norwich. 

Small 8vo. 2s, 6d, 



Hesperidum Susurri. 

Sublegerunt Thomas J. Bellingham Brady, A.M., Bohertus 
Yelverton Tyrrell, A.B., Haxwell Cormao CiUli&axi» A.B., 
Collegi S. S. et Indiv. Trin. Juxta Dublin Alumni. 

Small Svo, 5J. 



Sickness ; its Trials and Blessings. 

Neiv Edition^ Small 8vo., u. 6^., or in Paper Wrapper, \s. 
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Aids to Prayer: a Course of Lectures 

delivered at Holy Trinity Church, Paddington, on the Sunday 
mornings in Lent, 1868. 

By Daniel Moore, M.A., Honorary Chaplain to the Queen, 
&c. 

Crown 8vo. 41. 6t/. 

Henry's First Latin Book. 

By Thomas Kerchever Arnold, M. A., late Rector of Lyndon, 
and formerly Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge. 
Tweftticth Edition. 1 2mo. 3 j. 

Hymns and Poems for the Sick and 

Suffering ; in connexion with the Service for the Visitation of 
the Sick. Selected from various Authors. 

Edited by T. V. Fosbery, M.A., Vicarof St. Giles's, Reading. 

This Volume contains 233 separate pieces ; of which about 
90 are by writers who lived prior to the i8th Century ; the rest 
are Modem, and some of these original. Amongst the names 
of the writers (between 70 and 80 in number) occur those of Sir 
J. Beaumont, Sir T. Browne, Elizabeth of Bohemia, Phinea« 
Fletcher, George Herbert, Dean Hickes, Bishop Ken, Francis 
Quarles, George Sandys, Jeremy Taylor, Henry Vaughan, Sir 
H. Wotton ; and of modem writers, Mrs. Barrett Browning, 
Bishop Wilberforce, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, William Words- 
worth, Archbishop Trench, Rev. J. Chandler, Rev. J. Keble, 
Rev. H. F. Lyte, Rev. J. S. Monsell, Rev. J. Moultrie. 
New and cheaper Edition, Small 8vo. 3^, 6</. 

Apostolical Succession in the Church 

of England. 
By the Rev. Arthnr W. Haddan, B.D., Rector of Barton-on- 

the- Heath, and late Fellow of Trmity College, Oxford. 

8vo. (In preparation, ) 
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A Practical Introduction to Latin 

Prose Composition : Part I. 

By Thomas Kerchever Arnold, M. A., late Rector of Lyndon 
and formerly Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge. 
Fourteenth Edition. 8vo. 6j'. dd. 

A Practical Introduction to English 

Prose Composition. An English Grammar for Classical 
Schools; with Questions, and a Course of Exercises. 

By Thomas Kerchever Arnold, M.A., late Rector of Lyndon, 
and formerly Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge. 
Eighth Edition. i2mo. \s. dd. 

A Plain and Short History of England 

for Children : in Letters from a Father to his Son. With a Set 
of Questions at the end of each Letter. 

By George Davys, D. D. , late Bishop of Peterborough. 

Ne7U Edition, is. dd. 

The Life of our Blessed Saviour. An 

Epitome of the Gospel Narrative, arranged in order of Time 
from the latest Harmonies. With Introduction and Notes. 

By the Rev. I. Gregory Smith, M.A., Rector of Tedstone 
Dclamere, and late Fellow of Brasenose College, Oxford. 
Second Edition, revised. Square crown 8vo. 2s, 

A Manual of Confirmation, comprising 

— I. A General Account of tlie Ordinance. 2. The Baptismal 
Vow, and the English Order of Confirmation, with Short Notes, 
Critical and Devotional. 3. Meditations and Prayers on Pas- 
sages of Holy Scripture, in connexion with the Ordinance. With 
a Pastoral Letter instructing Catechumens how to prepare them- 
selves for their first Communion. 
By Edward Heyrick Gonlhnm, D.D., Dean of Norwich. 
Seventh Edition. Small 8vo. \s. 6d. 
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^hi Litroductmi to the Devotional 

Study of the Holy Scriptures. 
By Edward Meyriok €k>ulbiirn, D.D., Dean of Norwich. 

Ninth Edition. Small 8vo. is.. 6d. 

Englajid v. Rome: a Brief Hand- 

book of the Roman Catholic Controversy, for the use of Mem- 
bers of the English Church. 

Ey H. B. Swete, M.A., Fellow of Gonville and Caius College. 
Cambridge. 

1 6mo. ( Preparing. ) 

Devotional Commentary on the Gospel 

according to S. Matthew. 
Translated from Fasqnier Qnesnel. 

Crown 8vo. {In the Press.) 

Catechesis ; or, Christian Instriictio^i 

preparatory to Confirmation and First Communion. 

By the Rev. Charles Wordsworth, D.C.L., Bishop of St. 
Andrews. 

New and cheaper Edition, Small 8vo. {Just ready, ) 

Doderlein's Handbook of Latin Syno- 

n}Tnes. 

Translated from the German, by H. H. Arnold, B. A. 
Third Edition, iimo. 4j. 

The Church Builder: a Quarterly 

Journal of Church Extension in England and Wales. Published 
in connexion with "The Incorporated Church Building Society/ 
Vokune lor 1867. With Illustrations. Crown 8vo. i j. id. 
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Latin via English : 

being the Second Part of Spelling turned Etymology. 

By Thomas Kerclieyer Arnold, M.A., late Rector of Lyndon, 
and formerly Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge. 
Third Edition. i2mo. 4r. 6^. 

A Collection of English Exercises^ 

translated from the writings of Cicero, for Schoolboys to re- 
translate into Latin. 

By William Ellis, M.A. ; re-arranged and adapted to the 
Rules of the Public School Latin Primer, by John T. White, 
n.D., joint Author of White and Riddle's Latin- English Dic- 
tionary. 

i2mo. 3^*. (id, 

A complete Greek and English Lexicon 

for the Poems of Homer, and the Homeridse ; illustrating the 
domestic, religious, political, and military condition of the 
Heroic Age, and explaining the most di£6cult passages. 

By G. Ch. Crasius. Translated from the German, with 
corrections and additions, by Henry Smith, Professor of 
Languages in Marietta College. Revised and edited by 
Thomas Kerchever Arnold, M. A., late Rector of L3mdon, and 
formerly Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge. 
Third Edition. i2mo. 9J. 

A copious Phraseological English-- 

Greek Lexicon ; founded on a work prepared by J. W. Fraders- 
dorff, Ph. Dr., late Professor of Modem Languages, Queen's 
College, Belfast. 

Revised, Enlarged, and Improved by the late Thomas Ker- 
chever Arnold, M.A., formerly Fellow of Trinity College, 
Cambridge, and Henry Browne, M.A., Vicar of Pevensey, and 
Prebendary of Chichester. 

Fourth Edition, 8vo. %\$, 
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T/ie Dogfnatic Faith: an Inquiry 

into the Relation subsisting between Revelation and Dogma. 
Being the Bampton Lectures for 1867. 

By Edward Oarbett, M.A., Incumbent of Christ Church, 
Surbiton. 

8vo. lOJ". ^d. 



The Londojt Diocese Book for 1868 

(fourth year of issue), under the sanction of the Lord Bishop of 
London. 

Crown Svo. In wrapper, is. 

On Miracles; being the Bampton 

Lectures for 1865. 

By J. B. Mozley, B.D., Vicar of Old Shoreham, late Fellow 
of Magdalen College, Oxford. 

Second Edition, 8vo. ioj. dd. 



The Olynthiacs and Philippics of 

Demosthenes. 

Edited by G. H. Heslop, M.A., late Fellow and Assistant 
Tutor of Queen's College, Oxford ; Head Master of St. Bees. 

Crown 8vo. 4^. dd. 



Sermons 07i Unity ; with an Essay on 

Religious Societies, and a Lecture on the Life and Times of 
Wesley. 
By F. C. Massingberd, M.A., Chancellor of Lincoln. 

Crown 8vo. 3^. dd. 
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Flosculi Cheltonienses : a Selection 

from the Cheltenham College Prize Poems, 1846 — 1866. 

Edited by C. 8. Jerram, M. A., Trinity College, Oxford, and 
Theodore W. James, M. A., Pembroke College, Oxford. 

Crown Svo. 9J'. 

Vox Ecclesice Anglicance : a Selection 

of Extracts from the Chief Divines of the Church of Englan4 
on the Main Points of Doctrine and Discipline. 

By George G. Perry, M. A., Prebendary of Lincoln, Rector 
of Waddington, Rural Dean, and Proctor for the Diocese of 
Lincoln. 

Small Svo. {In the Press. ) 

A Key to the Knowledge and Use of the. 

Bible. 
By John Henry Blunt, M. A. 

Small Svo. {jftist ready.) 

Manual of Family Devotions, arranged 

from the Book of Common Prayer. 

By the Hon. AagnBtns Dtincombe, D.D., Dean of York. 
Printed in red and black. Small Svo. {Nearly ready,") 

London Ordination, Advent, 1867 ; 

being Seven Addresses to the Candidates for Holy Orders, 
in December, 1867. 

By Archibald Campbell, Lord Bishop of London, and his 
Chaplains. 

Together with the Examination Papers, 
Svo. 4r. 
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Family Prayers: compiled from various 

sources (chiefly from Bishop Hamilton's Manual), and arranged 
on the Liturgical Principle. 
By Edward Meyriok Gonlbum, D.D., Dean of Norwich. 
New Editions. {In the Press. ) 



Poems. 

By Henry Francis Lyte^ M. A. , Late Vicar of Lower Brixham, 
Devon. 

New Edition. Small 8vo. {In the Press. ) 



The Treasury of Devotion : a Manual 

of Prayers for daily use. 
Edited by the Rev. T. T. Carter, Rector of Clewer. 
1 6mo. {In freparation. ) 



The Life and Times of S. Gregory ihe 

Illuminator, Patron Saint and Founder of tke Ansenian 
Church. 
By 8. C. Kalan, M. A., Vicar of Broadwindsor. 

8vo. loy. 6^. 



The Clouds of Aristophanes. 

With English Notes by W. C. Green, M.A., late Fellow oi 
King's College, Cambridge, Classical Lecturer iof Queens' 
College. 

Crown 8vo. 3j. 6</. 
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Liber Precum Publicarum Ecclesite 

Anglicanae, 

A Gulielmo Bright, A.M., etPetro Goldsmitii Medd, A.M., 
Presbyteris, Collegii Universitatis in Acad. Oxon. Sociis, Latine 
redditus. 

In an elegant pocket volume, with all the Rubrics in red. 
Neiv Edition. Small 8vo. {In the Press. ) 

Semele ; or, The Spirit of Beauty : 

a Venetian Tale. 

By J. D. Mereweather, B.A. Oxon., English Chaplain 
at Venice. 

Small 8vo. 3^. dd. 

Eastern Orthodoxy in the Eighteenth 

Century ; being a Correspondence between the Greek Patriarchs 
and the Nonjurors. 

Edited, with an Introduction, by the Rev. George William^, 
B.D., Senior Fellow of King's College, Cambridge. 

8vo. {In the Press. ) 

Catechetical Notes and Class Questions^ 

Literal and Mystical ; chiefly on the Earlier Books of Holy 
Scripture. 

By the late Rev. J. M. Neale, D.D., Warden of Sackville 
College, East Grinstead. 

Crown Svo. {In the Press.) 

Stones of the Temple: a familiar 

Explanation of the Fabric and Furniture of the Church, with 
Illustrations, engraved by 0. Jewitt. 
By the Rev. "Walter Field, M. A., Vicar of Godmersham. 
Post Svo. {In preparation. ) 
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The Voice of the Good Shepherd to His 

Lost Sheep ; being an Exposition of the former part of the 
Parable of the Prodigal Son. 

By Robert G. Swa3rne, M.A^ Rector of St Edmund's, 
Salisbury. 

Small 8vo. 2j. 6r/. 

Selections from Modern French An- 

thors. With English Notes. 
By Henri Van Lann, French Master at Cheltenham College. 
Part I. — Honore de Balzac. 
Part 2. — H. Taine. 
Crown 8 vo. {^In preparation,') 

Five Years Church Work in the King- 

dom of Hawaii. 
By the Bishop of Honolulu. With Illustrations. 
Crown Svo. {Just ready. ) 

From Morning to Evening : 

a Book for Invalids. From the French of M. L'Abbc 
Henri Perrejrve. 

Translated .and adapted by an Associate of the Sisterhood of 
S. John Baptist, Clewer. 

Small Svo. (/;/ the Press. ) 

The Virgin's Lamp : 

Prayers and Devout Exercises for English Sisters, chieflf 
composed and selected by the late Rev. J. X* Keale, D.D., 
Foxmder of St. Margaret's, East Grinstead. 
Small Svo. {In the Press. ) 
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A Summary of Theology and Eccle- 

siastical History : a Series of Original Works on all the 
principal subjects of Theology and Ecclesiastical History. 
By Various Writers. 

In 8 Vols., 8vo. {/n preparation,) 

Counsels upon Holiness of Life. 

Translated from the Spanish of "The Sinner's Guide" by 
Lnis de Granada; forming the second volume of the ** Ascetic 
I^ibrary." 

Crown Svo. (/;/ preparation^ 

Songs of yoy for the Age ofyoy. 

By the Rev. John P. Wright, B. A. 

iSmo. 6^. 

A Glossary of Ecclesiastical Terms ; 

containing Explanations of Terms used in Architecture, Eccle- 
siology, Hymnology, Law, Ritualism, Theology, Heresies, and 
Miscellaneous Subjects. 
By Various Writers. Edited by the Rev. Orby Shipley, M. A. 
8 vo. ( In preparation, ) 

Perranzabuloe, the lost Church found ; 

or, the Church of England not a new Church, but Ancient, 
Apostolical, and Independent, and a Protesting Church Nine 
Hundred Years before the Reformation. 

By the Rev. C. Collins Trelawny, M.A., formerly Rector of 
Timsbury, Somerset, and late Fellow of Balliol College, Oxford. 
With Illustrations. 

New Edition. Crown Svo. {In the Press. ) 
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NEW PJUffPHLETS. 

BY THE BISHOP OF OXFORD 

The Resurrections of the Truth : a Sermon 

Preached in the Church of S. Mary-tho-Virgin, Oxford, on S. Maik*s Day, 
April 25th, 1S68, being the day appointed rar Layings the First Stone <^ 
Kcble College. By Samuel, Lord Bishop of Oxford. 8vo. 3^/. 

BY THE BISHOP OF CAPETOWN. 

A Statement relating to Facts which have been 

misunderstood, and to Questions which have been raised, in connexion widi 
the Consecration, Trial, and Excommunication of the Right Rev. Dr. Golenso. 
By ihc Bishop of Catetown, Metropolitan. With an Appendix, relating to 
the Election of a Bishop, and containmg further Replies to the Bishopm S. 
David's and the Dean of Westminster. Second Edition. 8vo. xx. 

Correspondence of the Most Reverend the Lord Arck- 

bishop of Canterbury, the Most Reverend the Lord Archbishop of Yori^ tiie 
Right Reverend the Lord Bishop of London, with the Bishop of Capetown. 
concerning the Appointment of an Orthodox Bishop to Natal. 8vo. xs. 

Some Remarks tipon t/ie Published Speeches of tlu 

Most Rev. the Lord Archbishop of York and the Very Rev. the Dean of 
Ripon, delivered in the Convocation of York ; also upon a Paxnphlet bj' 
I. Bnmcl, Esq., M.A., of Lincoln's Inn, Barrister at Law. By the Bishq>of 
Capetown. 8vo. xs. 

BY THE REV. H. P. LIDDON. 

The Attraction of Jesus Christ Crucified : a Ser- 

mon preached in St. Paul's Cathedral, at the Special Evening Service 00 
Good Friday, 1868. By H. P. Liddon, M.A., Student of Christ Church,aBd 
Chaplain to the Lord Bishop of Salisbury. 8vo. 3*/., or 2j. (ui. per dozeiL 

The Honoitr of Humanity : a Sermon ^ preached 

in the Church of St. Mary the Virgin, Oxford, onthe First Sunday in Lot. 
t868. By H. P. Liddon, M.A., Student of Christ Church, Prebendary ol 
Sarum, and Chaplain to the Bishop of Salisbury. 8vo. xs. 

The Divine Indwelling, a motive to Holiness: a 

Sermon, preached before the University of Oxford, on Whitsunday, i8fi8. 
By H. P. Liddon, M. A., Student of Christ Church, and Chaphun to the 
Bishop of Salisbury. Published l>y Request. 8vo. xs. 

The Work and Prospects of Theological Colleges: tf 

Sermon, preached at the Cuddcsdon Anniversary Festival, on June » 
1868. By H. P. Liddon, M.A., Student of Christ Church, and rTiapla;ii t.» 
the Bishop ol Salisbury'. Printed by Command. 8vo. xs. 



BY ARCHDEACON DENISON. 

The Charge of the Archdeacon of Taunton , April '2,1 y 

1868. 8vo. 2f. 

BY THE REV. F. PIGOU. 

Home and Foreign Missions : what is the Scripture 

Rule? a Sermon, preached in St. Philip's Chapel, Regent Street, on the 
Sunday after Ascension Day, May 24, 1868, on behalf of the Bishop of London's 
Fund. By Francis Pigou, M.A., F.R.G.S., Incumbent. 8vo. dcL 

BY THE REV. DR. PEILE. 

The Presentation of Christ in the Temple: a Sermon, 

f reached In St. Paul's Church, Avenue Road, Hampstead, on Sunday, 
ebruary 2, 1868. ^ By Thomas Williamson Peile, D.D., Incumbent of 
that Church and District- Parish. 8vo. w. 

'^ One Bread, one Body'' (i Corinthiaiis x, 77): 

what under this view we offer and present unto God in the Lord's Supper, 
argued from Bible and Prayer Book only. By Thomas Williamson Peile, 
D.D., late Head Master of Repton School, and sometime Fellow of Trinity 
College, Cambridge. 8vo. if. 

OXFORD PRIZE ESSAYS. 

The Genius of Spenser : an English Prize Essay, 

read in the Theatre, Oxford, June 17, 1868. By W. J. Courthobb, B«A. , 
New College. 8vo. os. 6d. 

The Effects of the Renaissance upon England, The 

Stanhope Prize Essay, read in the Theatre, Oxford, June 17, 1868. By 
Thomas Rvburn Buchanan, Commoner of Balliol College. 8vo. ax. 

Quaenam sit Mythologicae quani vocant Scientiae 

Utilitas? Oratio Latina. Cancellarii praemio donata et in Theatre Shel- 
doniano recitata die Junii xviimo, MDCCCLXVIII. Auctore Eovardo 
Lee Hicks, A.B., Coll. Corp. Christi Soc. 8vo. w. 

AMAZONES ANTIANEIPAI, sive dc Mulieribus 

ad Studia Virilia admittendis Dialogus Platonicus, Praemio Gaisfoxdiano 
donatus. Auctore Aluredo Goodwin, e Cull. Ball. i2mo. xs. 

BY CHARLES McCABE, ESQ. 

Annual Supplement to the Tithe Commutation Tables 

payable for the year 1868, according to the average prices of Wheat, Barley, 
and Oats for the seven preceding years, as piibiished in the *' London Gazette*' 
of 7th Jan., 1868. -By Charles McCabe, Secretary of the Univer.sity Life 
Assurance Society. '^o^aEilBvo. ^\s. 
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BY THE BISHOP OF OSSORY. 

The Case of the Established Church in Ireland. By 

Jambs Thomas O'Brien, D.D., Bishop of Ossory, Ferns, and Leighlin. 
Third Edition. With Appendix. 8vo. 2s.6d. 

The Appendix may also be had separately, is. 

BY LORD MAYO. 

Speech delivered in the House of Coinmons, to/// 

March, 1868, upon Mr. Maguire'.s Motion as to the State of Ireland. By the 
Earl of Mayo. 8vo. is. 

BY LORD REDESDALE. 

Some of the Argjimcnts by which Mr. Gladstones 

Resolutions are Supported, Considered. By Lord Redesdale. Bvo. f^. 

BY JOHN JEBB, D.D. 

The Rights of the Irish Branch of the United 

Church of England and Ireland Considered on Fundamental Principles. 
Human and Divine. By John Jebb, D. D. , Rector of Peterstow, Prebendary 
and Praelector of Hereford Cathedral, and one of the Proctors for the QeiSJ 
of Hereford in the Convocation of Canterbury. 8vo. xs. 

BY THE REV. LORD O'NEILL AND THE REV. DR. LEE. 

The Church in Ireland, i. The Difficulties of her 

Present Position Considered. By the Rev. Lord^ O'Neill, of Shane^s 
Castle, formerly Prebendary of S. Michael's, Dublin. II. The Duty of 
Churchmen in England and Ireland at this Crisis towards Her. By the 
Rev. Alfred T. Lee, LL.D., Rector of Ahoghill, and Chaplain to his 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant. Two Sermons, lately preached in tlie 
Parish Church of Ahoghill, Diocese of Connor. Second Mdition. 8vo. 6<t 



The Irish Difficulty, i. The Church Question. 

s. The Land Question. 3. The Education Question. Bein£^aReviewofdie 
Debate in the House of Commons on Mr. Maguire's Motion (March 10, 
1868). By an Observer. Svo. 6d. 

The Churchy the Land, and the Constitution ; ofy 

Mr, Gladstone in the newly-reformed Parliament. Second Edition. 8vo. 6</. l^ 
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SOPHOCLIS TRAGOEDIAE, 
Edited by R. C. Jebb, M. A. Fellow 
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[Part I. The Electra. 3j. dd. 
[Part II. The Ajax. 3j. (yd. 

JUVENALIS SATIRAE, 

Kdited by G. A. SiMCOX, M.A. 
Fellow and Classical Lecturer of 
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(!B>ptntons; of tl^e l^xt^^. 

Mr. Jebb's " Electra " of Sophocles. 



'**The Electra' is all that could be 
Nvished, and a better help could not well be 
found for those who wish to re commence 
an acquaintance with almost forgotten 
Oreek authors." — Clerical Journal^ April 
18, 1867. 

" Of Mr. Jebb's scholarly edition of the 
* Electra' of Sophocles we cannot speak too 
liighly. The whole Play bears evidence of 
the taste, learning, and fine scholarship of 
its able editor. Illustrations drawn from 
the literature of the Continent as well as of 
Sngland, and the researches of the highest 
< classical authorities are embodied in the 
notes, which are brief, clear, and always to 
the point." — London Review^ March 16, 
1867. 

** The editorship of the work before us is 
of a very higjh order, displaying at once 
rijpe scholarship, sound judgment, and con- 
scientious care. An excellent Introduction 
gives an account of the various forms 
assumed in Greek literature by the legend 
tipon which ' The Electra ' is founded, and 
institutes a comparison between it and the 
*Choephorae' of iCschylus. The text is 
mainly that of Dindorf. In the notes, which 
ore admirable in every respect, is to be 
found exactly what is wanted, and yet they 
rather saggisst and direct further inqmry 



" The Introduction proves tl 
is something more than a me 
a man of real taste and f< 
criticism upon Schlegel's rem 
Electra are, we believe, new, ; 
just. As we have often had oc 
m this Review, it is impossible 
reliable criticism upon schoo 
they have been tested by cxpe 
notes, however, in this case ; 
clear and sensible, and direct 
the points where attention is n 
— IVestminsier Rez'inv, Afiri 

*' We have no hesitation in s 
style and manner Mr. Jebb 
admirably suited for their pi 
exolanations of grammas icil p 
gulorly lucid, the parallel passa 
well chosen, the translations 
graceful, the analysis of arg 
and luminous. There is hax 
scurity, and nocumbrou<%ness 01 
We think, too, that Mr. Je 
fumishmg^ complete analyses 
metres is an admirable one foe 
tion ; and we like his methi 
parenthetically the dates of tl 
ancient authors whom he quol 
which, suggesting as it mua 
telUse&t student the exutteoc 



rsujjLcr sagfpgsi ana ourecc xuruier mouLTy \ wui^ceM scuaenc uie exucenc 
than supersede exertion on the part of tho \ oS weraxute "mV^ntVos^Va \& 
"tdeat **'^AtA^»mum March 33. 1867. < \>« unfamv^ at , ^Xl ^ toraiid 
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limulate in bim the spirit and habits of 
esearch. Mr. Jebb has clearly shown that 
le possesses some of the aualities most 
issential for a commentator. — Spectator^ 
Yuly 6, 1867. 
" The notes appear to us exactly suited 

assist boys of the Upper Forms at 
Schools, and University students ; they 
pre sufficient help without over-doing ex- 
ilanations. .... His critical remarks show 
icute and exact scholarship, and a very use- 
ul addition to ordinary notes is the scheme 
if metres in the choruses." — Guardian, 
December 16, 1867. 

** If, as we are iain to believe, the editors 
»f the Catena Classicifuvt have got to- 
gether such a pick of fchoiars as have no 
leed to play their best card first, there is a 
)right promise of Ptrccess • o their series in 
he first samf le of it which has come to 
land — Mr. Jcbb's Electra. We have seen 
t suggested that it is unsafe to pronounce 
m the merits of a Greek Play edi.ed for 
:ducationn] purpose^; until it has been tested 
n the hands of pupils and tutors. But our j 
;xamination of the instalment of, we hope, 

1 corapletc ' Sophocles,' which Mr. Jebb has 
>ut forth, has assured us that this is a 
Ksodless suspension of judgment, and 
prompted us to commit the justifiable rash- 
ic.ss of pronouncing upon its contents, and 
)f asserting after due perusal that it is 
:nlculated to be admirably serviceable to 



every class of scholars and learners. And 
this assertion is ba.«ed upon the fact that it 
is a by no means one-sided edition, and 
that it looks as with the hundred eyes of 
Argus, here, there, and every where, to keep 
the reader from straying. In a concise and 
succinct style of English annotation, forming 
the best substitute fur the time-honoured 
Latin notes which had so much to do with 
making good scholars in days of 3rore, Mr. 
Jebb keeps a steady eye for all questions of 
grammar, construction, scholarship, and 
philology, and handles these as they arise 
with a helpful and suff cicnt precision. In 
matters of grammar and syntax his practice 
for the most part is to refer his r^uler to 
the proper section of Madvig's * Manual of 
Greek Syntax :' nor does he ever waste 
space and time in explaining a construction, 
unless it be such an ore as is not satis- 
factorily dealt with In the grammars of 
Madvig or Jclf Exjeriencc as a pupil 
and a teacher has probahly taught him tne 
value of the whole: omc task of hunting out 
a grammar reference for oneself, instead of 
finding it, handy for slurring over, amidst 
the hundred and one pieces of information 
in a voluminous foot-note. But whenever 
there occurs any peculiarity of construction, 
which is hard to reconcile to the accepted 
usage, it is Mr. Jcbb's general practice to 
be ready at hand with manful assistance." 
— Contemporary Review, November^ 1867. 



Mr, JebVs " Ajax " of SopJiocles, 



" .Mr. Jebb has produced a work which 
*'I!1 be read with interest and profit by 
the most advanced scholar, as it contains, 
ill a compact form, not only a careful suni- 
•nary of the laboiu-s of preceding editors, 
hut also many acute and ingenious original 
remarks. We do not know whether the 
matter or the manner of this e.\ccllcnt com- 
mentary is de'^erving of the higher prai.sc : 
the skill with which Mr. Jebb has avoided, 
on the one hand, the wearisome prolixity of 
the Germans, and on the other the jejune 
brevity of the Porsonian critics, or the ver- 
!»atilitA' which has enabled him in turn to 
eluci^te the plots, to explain the verbal 
difficulties, and to illustrate the idioms of 
his author. All thi^, by a studious economy 
of space and a remarkable precision of ex- 
pression, he has done for the 'Ajax' in a 
volume of some 200 pages." — Atheneeum, 
Mttivk 2X, z868. 

'* The Introduction furnishes a great deal 
of information in a compact form, adapted 
to eive the student a fair conception of his 
author, and to aid him in mastering its 
difficttltics. We have observed how the 
brief notes really throw li^ht on obsctirity, 
and give sufficient aid without making the 
itady too easy,— a. nmin point to- b» ob- 
errod by oae who editBa classic author 






for the benefit of leimcrs and students. "- 
Clerical Jourfial^ Febtuaty 13, 1868. 

" Mr. Jcbb's Edition of the Ajax in the 
Catena C lassicorutii ought to assure those 
who have hitherto doubted that this is a 
Series to adopt. Like his edition of the 
' Electra' this of the * Ajax' is ably and 
usefully handled. The Introduction alone 
would prove the wide reading, clear views, 
and acute criticism of its writer." — Church- 
ntan, February 20, 1868. 

" A more scholarly and thorouriily prac- 
tical Edition of a Greek play has rarely 
is.sued from the I'rcss. Trie explanations 
are both copious and freely given : and we 
have not met with a single note wherein 
conciseness appears to have been gained at 
the expense of clearness of meaning. The 
' Ajax,' however, is by no means a difficult 
play, and we must therefore infer that Mr. 
Jebb takes a more liberal view than some 
of his coadjutors of the amount of help 
which an ordinary student may fairly be 

supposed to require Compared 

with the renderings of most other editions, 
Mr. Jdbb's translations hav« dticv^^^^^DA. 

pre«Eu»^— £aucatioiial Times, Mavcx, 
tB88. 
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Mr, Green's ^^ Achaniians a fid Knights'' of AristopJianes, 



'*The Editors of this Series have under- 
taken the task of issuing texts of all the 
authors commonly read, and illustrating 
them^ with an English Commentary, com- 
pendious as well as clear. If the future 
volumes fulfil the promise of the Pro- 
spectus as well as those already published, 
the result will be a verj- valuable work. 
The excellence of the prmt, and the care 
and pains bestowed upon the general getting 
up, form a marked contrast to the school- 
books of our own ds^y. Who does not 
remember the miserable German editions of 
classical authors in paper covers, execrably 
printed on detestable paper, which were 
thought amply good enough for the school- 
boys of the last generation? A greater 
contrast to these can hardly be imagined 
than is presented by the Catena Classi- 
corutn. Nor is the improvement only 
external: the careful revision of the text, 
and the notes, not too lengthy and con- 
fused, but well and judiciously selected, 
which are to be found in every page, add 
considerably to the value of this Edition, 
which we may safely predict will soon be 
an established favourite, not only among 
Schoolmasters, but at the Universities. 
The volume before us contains the first part 
of an Edition of Aristophanes, which com- 
prises the Achamians and the Knights, the 
one first in order, and the other the most 
famous of the plays of the great Athenian 
Satirist." — Churchman^ May 23, 1867. 

**The utmost care has been taken with 
this Edition of the most sarcastic and clever 



of the old Greek dramatists, fedfitttic 
the means of understanding both the te< 
and intention of that biting sarcasm wUd 
will never lose either point or interest, an 
is as well adapted to the present age as* 
was to the times when first put forward.*- 
BeWs Weekly Messenger, June 8, 1867. 

" The advantages conferred on tnekanff 
by these compendious aids can only be pn> 
perly estimated by those who had eno^ 
ence of the mode of study years ago. lit 
translated passages and^ tiie notes, wlik 
sufficient to assist the willing learner, camM 
be regarded in any sense as a cram?" 
Clerical Journal, June 6, 1867. 

"Mr. Green has discharged his part* 
the work with uncommon skill and ^tiSa. 
The notes show a thorough study of nt 
two Plays, an independent judgmaitinAc 
interpretation of the poet, and a wealdic 
illustration, from which the Editor dnff 
whenever it is necessary." — Museum, 3%* 
1867. 

Mr. Green presumes the existence of* 
fair amount of scholarship in all who itil 
Aristophanes, as a study of his mS^ 
generally succeeds to some considenUt 
knowledge of the tragic poets. TTie noB 
he has appended are therefore brief, periH^ 
a little too brief. We should say the » 
dency of most modem editors is rather tk 
other way ; but Mr. Green no doubt kno* 
the class for which he writes, and has befl 
careful to supply their wants."— JS/ftfAril*! 
July 27, 1867. 



Mr. Simcox's Juvenal, 



"Of Mr. Simcox's 'Juvenal' we can 
only speak in terms of the highest com- 
mendation, as a simple, unpretending work, 
admirably adapted to the wants of the 
school-boy or of a college passman. It is 
clear,^ concise, and scrupulously honest in 
shirking no real difficulty. The pointed 
epigrammatic hits of the satirist are every 
where well brought out, and the notes really 
are what they profess to be, explanatory in 
the best sense of the term." — London 
Review, September 7.Z, 1867. 

"This is a link in the Catena Ciassi' 
corum. to which the attention of our readers 
has been more than once directed as a good 
Series of Classical works for School and 
College purposes.^ The Introduction is a 
very comi)rehensive and able account of 
Juvenal, his satires, and the manuscripts." 
— Athefutum, Octobers, 1867. 



"This is a very original and enJ9 
able Edition of one of our favoo* 
classics." — spectator, November A 
1867. 

Every class of readers,— those who 
Mr. Simcox as their sole interpreter, 1 
those who supplement larger editioos 
his concise matter, — will alike find * ^ 
and careful research in his able 
I'his indeed we should call the great 
of his book. The three facts wmch 
Juvenal's history so far as we know it 
soon despatched ; but the internal evideM 
both as to the dates of his writing 
publishing his Satires, and as to his (^ 
ractcr as a writer, occupy some fiftet 
or twenty pages, which will repay med 
ical study." — Churchman, Decemkr n 
1867. 
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